
Multigenre Research Paper

“[Multigenre papers] recognize that there are many ways to see the world, many ways to show others what we see.”

--Tom Romano, teacher, author, and “founder” of the multigenre paper

Research

Finding a Topic: For this paper, you may choose to do your research on a general topic that has some social significance or impact (the elections, global warming, school uniforms, etc).  Papers on bands or other celebrities will NOT be accepted, nor will papers on the legalization of marijuana.  My reasons for this are in the past students used only liner notes from CDs, and I have read too many papers on weed; it’s boring. Some guidelines:

· Pick something that interests you!  You’ll be spending a lot of time on this paper so you’ll want to be researching something you enjoy.
· Pick a general topic so that you’ll be sure to find resources on it, then narrow your focus to a particular aspect you discover through research.
· Have a few topics in mind before going on the Internet or into the library.  Some topics might not work out depending on the resources you can find.
· If you’re stuck for topic ideas: talk with friends and family, surf the net, browse through the library, anything to get your mind working and ideas flowing.
Research:  You must cite at least 7 sources in your final paper.  That may mean you use more than 7 in your research, but decide to only use information from some of them in your paper.  The 7 sources that you cite must be used in some way in your final draft.  Your resources may be found in a variety of places.  My advice would be to start at the public library.  The librarian is a great resource for help, so make sure to bring your questions to him/her. Or, if you want to go the library from home, go to this web address http://www.erielibrary.org. Another useful library is Buffalo State College’s, which can be accessed here http://www.buffalostate.edu/library.  If you decide to use Buffalo State I can set you up with a user name and password.

Try to use both primary and secondary sources.  Primary sources are created at the time period you are researching.  They include letters, newspaper articles, diary entries, etc.  Secondary sources are sources created after the fact that reflect on the event or time period.  They often analyze the primary sources.

Research Logs: During your research and throughout the writing process, you will be keeping research logs, which you will turn in with your final paper.  These logs will include the following:

· Journal entries: You must create a Research Journal.  Here you can write about your frustrations, your triumphs, your questions, and your interpretations on information found.  This is your chance to explain the choices you made in your research topic, your choice of sources, and writing genres.   I will check these periodically. 

· Research notes: your notes can take on any format that works for you.  You can use notecards, marked-up photocopies, written or typed notes, or some other method.

· Other “artifacts”: include any other notes, scraps of paper, pre-writing activities, etc. that you use during the process of writing this paper.

The Paper

Writer’s Purpose: Your job is to inform a body of readers about a specific topic using research to back up your writing.  Your paper may be strictly informational in tone, you may create an argumentative thesis and persuade your readers, or you can take on a more entertaining project.  Just make sure that your paper is full of the important and useful information that comes out of your research.  

Audience: You choose the audience that your paper speaks to.  Depending on the genres and content, it could be an audience of a certain time period, a certain age level, or simply a contemporary audience.  Keep this in mind while you write.  (It may help to address this issue in your Research Logs).  As it is a class assignment, your peers and teacher will be reading your paper.  You also, however, always have the option of publishing your paper in school publications or websites, or submitting it to student journals if you wish.  
Form:  Your final paper must include:

· A table of contents 

· An introduction to your topic.  This will be a two page formal paper introducing your topic.  This must include:

· Your topic

· Why you chose this topic

· Its significance and impact on our culture

· A brief explanation on how your different genres connect to make a cohesive paper.

· At least five different genres from different categories.  (See a list of possible genres on the next page.  If you wish to use a genre not listed, please approve it with me first.) 

· A set of endnotes that will serve as an explanation as to why you choose the genres that you used.

· A bibliography in MLA format.  Use this website for assistance http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01.

The five (or more) genres can be presented in any format you choose.  You must pick a genre from five different categories, which represent varying types of writing.  If you choose to do more than five, you can repeat categories, pick from the last category, or use a genre not listed.  You can present them separately or interweave them into a larger framework, however they should be connected by unifying themes, repeated motifs, genres that speak to each other, or topics that are mentioned in some genres and expanded in others.  Do not simply cut and paste five genres and call it a paper.  Use your own professional discretion as to the margins and font you wish to use for each genre.  As you’ll see from the following list, not all the genres will be completely non-fictional.  You are free to merge the non-fictional research you do with fictional context, a la the film Titanic.  

Genre Ideas:

	Group 1: Print Media

· Newspaper Article

· Obituary

· Editorial

· Letter to the Editor

· Advice Column

· Magazine Article
	Group 2: Visual with Words

· Poster

· Invitation

· Ad

· Travel Brochure

· Greeting Card

· Cartoon
	Group 3: Visual Display

· Picture/Photograph
· Graph
· Map
· Certificate
· Recipe
· Collage

	Group 4: Informational

· Interview

· Survey

· Trivia Game

· Timeline

· Directions

· Idea Web
	Group 5: Creative Writing

· Skit

· Song

· Poem

· Short Story

· Personal Narrative

· Conversation
	Group 6: Structured 

· Essay

· Report

· Book Review

· Letter

· Speech

· Descriptive Paragraph


Grading:
Structure (10%): Paper includes: table of contents, introduction, at least 5 genres (one from each category), conclusion, endnotes, and bibliography in MLA format.

Quality of Content & Style (50%): Each of the required elements is strong in it’s language, clarity, meaning, and information.  The writing meets the intended purpose and matches needs of the audience.

Creativity/Appropriateness of Genres (10%): The paper shows thought, effort, and creativity on the part of the writer.  The genres included are varied and appropriate for the content presented and specific genre conventions are met.

Research (15%): Research was thoroughly performed and documented and at least 7 sources were used and cited in the final paper.

Research Log (15%): The learning logs provide useful information and meaningful reflections about the paper and the paper process according to the set guidelines.

Procedures Checklist—These steps are meant to help you, try to follow as many as possible.  #2 is a must, you have to do this.

1. Brainstorm topics.  Settle on a few that interest you and do a little researching.  Pick one topic that you’ve found ample resources for.

2. Fill out the “Research Plan” worksheet and submit it to me for approval, last page of this packet.

3. Perform your research.  Check the library, computer, and Internet for sources.  You might want to also research by interviewing relatives or other people, going through photos, or any other source you may think to use.

4. Throughout the researching process make sure to keep notes, ideas, questions, and reflections in your research log.  Remember to keep a running bibliography of any sources you use.

5. Organize your sources in some way meaningful to you (write an outline, draw a web or map, etc.) and formulate ideas for your paper.  Play around with different genres and see which ones work for the information you have.

6. Write a first draft of your paper.  This draft should include at least 5 genres but may not have the overall unifying theme yet if you choose.

7. Conference with your peers in class to get suggestions, ideas, and critiques.  Conference with me.

8. Revise your first draft.  Write in your research log.  Go back and do more research.  Write more drafts.  Do whatever necessary to make your paper the best possible.  You may choose to change some of your genres to something more suitable.  Decide on an overall theme or structure to tie your paper together. 

9. With a finished draft in hand (“finished” in the sense that it includes every required component), conference with your peers and myself.

10. Revise and proofread this draft.  Add any final comments to your research log.  Hand in your final, polished draft along with your research log.

Research Plan

(Based on Tom Romano’s Multigenre Research Design)

1. What is your topic?

2. Describe what you know about your topic.

3. Tell what you want to learn about.

4. Describe your plan for collecting information about your topic.

5.  Provide a preliminary bibliography.


