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Era I: The Ancient World, Civilizations and Religion (4000 B.C. – 500 A.D.)

The Neolithic Revolution
Agriculture: cultivating of land, producing of crops, and raising of livestock for human consumption.

Bronze Age: A period in human history around 3000 B.C. in which humans began using bronze rather than copper or stone to make weapons or tools
Civilization: A society that has a high level of culture and social organization including organized government, job specialization, and an organized belief system
Domestication: The taming of animals for agricultural use
Hunter-gatherer: Early humans who lived off the land foraging for food and following herds on a seasonal basis
Institution: A system of set practices relevant to a specific culture
Nomad: A person who belongs to a group of people who move from place to place seasonally in search of food and water
Specialization: The division of labor among members of a society
Surplus: Amounts of food or resources that are not consumed by a society, usually traded for other goods
Traditional economy: An economy based on agriculture, with others in society working in simple crafts, such as the manufacturing of cloth or pottery.

Facts: Early River Valley Civilizations

Aryans: Nomadic warriors from Central Asia who migrated into India around 1500 BCE. They are responsible for many aspects of current Indian culture including their language, sacred texts called the Vedas, and a system of government that later evolved into the caste system.

Autocracy: Government by a single person who has unlimited power
Confucius: Chinese philosopher and writer of The Analects, a collection of moral and social teachings, including the concept of the Five Relationships.

Confucianism: Confucius lived in China during the Chou Dynasty, when there was mass disorder and confusion and degrading moral standards. Confucius was appalled by what appeared to be the fracturing of Chinese society. He believed that the only cure was to stress a sense of social order and mutual respect, a philosophy that later became known as Confucianism. Confucianism teaches that there is a natural social order to society which can best be explained through the Five Relationships.

Cultural Diffusion: The spreading of ideas through contact such as trade or war.

Daoism/ Taoism: The Chinese philosophy of Taoism (or Daoism) developed in the latter part of the Chou Dynasty, during a period of turmoil in which it was not clear that Chinese civilization would survive. It represents a naturalistic ideal of how one should live their life. The Chinese term Tao can be translated into English, meaning "the way." It teaches that nature has a "way" and that people should passively accept the "way" of nature, rather than resist it.

Delta: The end of a river where rich deposits of silt build up. This is important to human habitation due to the excellent source of good farmland.

Dynastic Cycle: In China, a dynasty would remain in power only as long as it was providing good government. When a dynasty went into decline, and began to abuse its power, it was said to lose the Mandate of Heaven, or the favor of the gods. A strong leader would usually emerge to claim the Mandate, and establish a new dynasty. The dynastic cycle would then begin again.

Fertile Crescent: Area of land between the Tigris and Euphrates river valleys in Southwest Asia, located today in modern day Iraq
Hammurabi’s Code: Oldest written system of laws. They were created by King Hammurabi of Babylonia in the mid 18th century BCE and placed on stones tablets for all to see. (“Eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”)
Irrigation: A system to bring water to support crops.

Laozi: Influential Chinese philosopher that founded the ethical system of Daoism (Taoism)
Legalism: Chinese political system that stressed that government should use the law to control the people through the use of a system of punishment and rewards
Mandate of Heaven: Divine right of rule in China.

Monotheism: The belief in one god or goddess.

Siddartha Gautama: Also known as the Buddha. The founder of the Buddhist religion

Theocracy: Community, state or government that is ruled by religious principles
Polytheism: The belief in many gods or goddesses.

Ancient Greece
Acropolis: High hill, center of ancient Athens
Aristocracy: Government by a small and rich privileged class
Aristotle: Greek philosopher (384 – 322 B.C.)
Democracy: A system of government in which the citizens hold the legislative, judicial, and executive power, based on majority rule.

Epic: Long narrative poem celebrating the deeds of legendary or traditional heroes
Homer: Ancient Greek poet who wrote the epic poems the Iliad and the Odyssey
Myths: Traditional stories about Gods, ancestors or traditional heroes, told to explain the natural world or the customs or beliefs of a society
Monarchy: A political system in which a country is ruled by a monarch.

Oligarchy: A political system in which the government is under the control of the merchant class.

Plato: Ancient Greek philosopher
Polis: A Greek city- state – the fundamental political unit of ancient Greece
Socrates: Ancient Greek philosopher who developed a method of asking questions to find an answer (Socratic Method)
Alexander the Great and the Hellenic World
Alexander the Great: He conquered most of the ancient world from Asia Minor to Egypt and India, which began the Hellenistic culture which was a blending of Greek, Persian, Indian, and Egyptian influences.

Hellenistic: Time period from the late 4th century BCE to the 1st century CE that was characterized by Greek achievement and a blending of Persian, Egyptian, Greek, and Indian cultures due to the empire of Alexander the Great.

Roman Republic
Consul: In the Roman Republic, one of the two powerful individuals elected each year to run the military and direct the government
Dictator: A system of government in which a country is ruled by a single person with absolute power.

Patrician: A member of the upper class of ancient Roman society.

Plebeian: A member of the lower class of ancient Roman society.

Republic: A political system in which a country is ruled by law, has representative government, and is democratic in nature.

Senate: The legislative body of the Roman Republic, also used today in American government 

Tribune: An official in ancient Rome elected by the plebeians to protect their rights.
Roman Empire
Aqueduct: A pipe or channel designed to carry water from a remote source
Constantine the Great: Roman Emperor between 306 CE and 337 CE. He issued the Edict of Milan which outlawed the persecution of Christians. He also founded the city of Constantinople, the future capital of the Byzantine Empire.
Gladiator: A professional fighter in ancient Rome who engaged in battles to the death for public entertainment
Inflation: The raising of prices on consumer goods due to an increase in the money supply.
Mercenary: A soldier who is paid to fight in a foreign army 
Pax Romana: A 200 hundred year period of relative peace throughout the Roman Empire.
Triumvirate: A group of three leaders in ancient Rome sharing control of the government
Asian Golden Ages in China and India

Assimilation: When a group of people are absorbed into anther culture
Centralized Government: A government which controls all aspects of society from a central location or through a central system
Civil Service: In China, it was an exam based on Confucian teachings that was used to select people for various government service jobs in the bureaucracy.
Monopoly: A group’s exclusive control over the production and distribution of certain goods
Religious Toleration: The recognition of people’s rights to hold differing religious beliefs
