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Era II: Expanding Zones of Exchange and Encounter (500 – 1200 A.D.) 

Byzantine Empire

Czar: Title of the ruler of Russia. It is taken from the word Caesar, which means emperor.
Hagia Sophia: the cathedral of Holy Wisdom in Constantinople, built by the Byzantine emperor Justinian
Icon: a religious image used by eastern Christians
Iconoclasm: the destruction of religious images in churches during the 8th and 9th centuries
Justinian Code: A law code created by the Byzantine Emperor Justinian about 530 CE. It was a revision of the old Roman law system.
Ottomans: Muslim Turks who migrated into Asia Minor from Central Asia, eventual conquerors of the Byzantine and Muslim states by the 1400s
Patriarch: a principal bishop in the eastern branch of the Christian church
Schism: a split or division — especially a division in the Christian Church
Seljuk: Dynasty that controlled Turkey during the 11th and 12th centuries. The Seljuk disruption of European travel to the Holy Lands resulted in the Crusades.
Slavs: Ethnic group of indo-European descent which includes Russians, Bulgarians, and Poles.
Islamic World
Allah: the Arabic word meaning God
Caliph: In Islam, the successor to the Prophet Mohammed.
Calligraphy: A form of fine handwriting.
Islam: The word Islam, which when translated from Arabic, means "to submit to the will of Allah," is the youngest of the world's major religions. Worshippers of this monotheistic religion are known as Muslims, which means "one who submits to the will of Allah." The Islamic holy book is called the Qur’an. Islam is currently the second most practiced religion in the world.
Jihad: Effort in God’s service waged by Muslims in defense of the Islamic faith.
Muhammad: Prophet of Allah; founder of Islam.
Muslim: member of the Islamic faith, “one who has submitted to God”
Shari’ a: The Islamic book of laws which regulates all aspects of life including, moral behavior, family life, business dealings, and government.
Tang and Song Dynasties of China

Gentry: Members of the upper class in some social class systems.
Early Middle Ages (500 – 800 A.D.)

Charlemagne: King of the Franks, founder of the Holy Roman Empire in the year 800, promoted learning and arts in the early Middle Ages
Franks: Germanic people who settled in parts of the western half of the Roman Empire in the 5th century A.D.
Holy Roman Empire: central European state began by Charlemagne in the year 800 A.D.
Knight: armored medieval warrior who rode on horseback
Middle Ages: Time period in European history between the fall of Rome in 476 C.E. and the beginning of the Italian Renaissance in the early 15th century.
Monastery: religious community of men who have given up their worldly possession and lead a life of prayer and worship
Late Middle Ages (800 – 1100 A.D.)

Chivalry: Code of conduct for knight and nobles during European feudalism.
Clergy: a body of officials who perform religious services – such as priests, ministers, or rabbis
Feudalism: A social, political, and economic system that dominated all aspects of medieval European life.
Fief: An area of land given to a person to farm in exchange for certain obligations.
Lord: a person in medieval Europe who controlled land and could therefore grant estates to vassals
Manorialism: Economic portion of feudalism where all aspects of life were centered on the lord’s manor including peasant villages, a church, farm land, a mill, and the lord's castle or manor house.
Serf: Farmers who were tied to the land during European feudalism. They were not slaves because they could not be bought or sold, but they could not readily leave the manor either. Serfs were given land to farm in exchange for service to their lord. Serfs paid taxes to their lord in the form of crops.
Tithe: a family’s payment of one-tenth of its income to the church
Vassal: A person owing service to a feudal lord.
High Middle Ages (800 – 1400s A.D.)
Bubonic Plague: An infectious disease transmitted by fleas. It is characterized by fever, chills, and the formation of swellings. It is also known as the Black Plague or Black Death.
Crusade: European Christian military expeditions made between the 11th and 13th centuries to retake the Middle Eastern Holy Lands occupied by the Muslims.
Gothic: relating to a style of church architecture that developed in Medieval Europe, featuring ribbed vaults, stained-glass windows, flying buttresses, pointed arches, and tall spires
Guild: a medieval association of people working in the same occupation, which controlled its members’ wages and prices
Hundred Years’ War: a conflict in which England and France battled on French soil on and off from 1337 to 1453
Inquisition: a Roman Catholic tribunal for investigating and prosecuting charges of heresy – especially in Spain in the 1400s
Reconquista: The re-conquest of Spain by the Christians after centuries of Islamic domination.
Scholastics:  scholars who gathered and taught academics at medieval universities
Three-Field System: a system of crop rotation developed in the Middle Ages to prevent the nutrients of the soil from being depleted
Vernacular: the everyday language of people in a specific region or country
