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Era III: Global Interactions (1100 - 1650 A.D.)

Early Japanese Culture

Archipelago: A group or chain of islands
Heian Period: A golden age of Japanese culture
Shinto: Shinto, which means "Way of the Gods," is the traditional religion of Japan that focuses on nature. Many consider Shinto to be a form of Animism due to the many similarities found between them. Shinto teaches that there is a sacredness of the whole universe and that humans can be in tune with this sacredness. Every mountain, river, plant, animal, and all the diverse phenomena of heaven and earth have spirits, or kami, which inhabit them.
Japanese Feudalism

Bushido: code of conduct for Samurai and nobles during Japanese feudalism

Daimyo: land owning feudal lords in Japan

Samurai: warrior class during Japan’s feudal age

Shogun: in feudal Japan, a supreme military commander who ruled in the name of the emperor

Tokugawa Shogunate: A dynasty of shoguns that unified and ruled Japan from 1603 to 1867

Zen Buddhism: a blending of Buddhism from India with Taoism from China. It is predominately practiced in China and Japan
Mongolian Empire
Clan: a group of people descended from a common ancestor
Genghis Khan: (1167?-1227) one of the Mongol’s greatest leaders and founder of the Mongol Empire
Kublai Khan: (1215-1294) grandson of Genghis Khan and founder of the Mongol Yuan Dynasty in China
Pastoralist: a member of a nomadic group that herds domesticated animals
Steppe: a dry, grass covered plain
African Trading Empires
Lineage: the people – living, dead or unborn – who are descended from a common ancestor
Matrilineal: relating to a social system where in which family descent and inheritance rights are traced through the mother
Patrilineal: relating to a social system where in which family descent and inheritance rights are traced through the father
Swahili: an Arabic-influenced Bantu language that is used widely in Eastern and Southern Africa
Commercial Revolution in Europe

Guild: an association of merchants or craftspeople in medieval Europe, formed to make regulations and set standards for a particular trade or craft

Scholastics: scholars who gathered and taught at medieval universities

Three-field system: a system of farming in which crops are rotated between three separate fields to maintain the fertility of the soil

Renaissance in Europe

Bubonic Plague: an infectious disease transmitted by fleas. It is characterized by fever, chills, and the formation of swellings. Also known as the Black Plague or Black Death
Humanism: a philosophical movement during the Renaissance that stressed life on Earth, and the quality of being human. Rejected living only for the afterlife of Christianity
Patronage: the act of when someone provides support to a specific cause and/or person/people
Perspective: an artistic technique that creates the appearance of three dimensions on a flat surface
Printing Press: a machine for reproducing material by pressing paper against arrangements of inked type
Renaissance: a rebirth of cultural and intellectual pursuits after the stagnation of the Middle Ages. This period in European history, from about the 14th through 16th centuries, features major cultural and artistic change
Secularism: concerned with worldly rather than spiritual matters
Vernacular: the everyday language of a people in a given region or country
Reformation and (Catholic) Counter-Reformation

Annul: to cancel or put an end to

Catholic Reformation: the movement initiated by the Catholic Church to contain the Protestant Reformation and, if possible, end it

Gutenberg Bible: the printed version of the Bible by German printer and European pioneer in the use of movable type

Indulgence: letters of forgiveness for one's sins provided by the medieval Church, and one of the causes of the Reformation

Jesuits: religious order founded by the Catholic Church, Society of Jesus
Predestination: the idea of Calvinist Protestants that certain people were pre-selected to go to heaven.

Protestant: Member of Christian religious sect which formed during the Protestant Reformation. Protestants reject the authority of the Roman Catholic Church
Reformation: the protest against perceived wrong doings by the Catholic Church during the early 16th century. Main leaders were Martin Luther and John Calvin

Early Nation States in Europe (England and France)
Absolutism: a political system in which a country is ruled by a monarch, who has absolute control.

Hundred Years War: a conflict in which England and France battled on French soil on and off from 1337 to 1453
Nationalism: pride in one’s country or culture, often excessive in nature
