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Era III: Global Interactions (1100 - 1650 A.D.)
Historical Narrative:


As they approached the new millennium of 1000 A.D., civilizations in East Asia and Europe went through political and social upheavals. Yet, the disruptions led to new interactions in the next few centuries. In Asia, physical isolation helped Japan emerge as a unique civilization. Mongol conquerors from Central Asia swept through China, India, the Middle East, and into Eastern Europe. After the conquests, came a peace that revived between Europe and Asia. During Mongol dominance, China regrouped into a formidable power. In Europe, commerce began to emerge and spread after the Crusades. Commercial interactions undermined the stagnant feudal life in Europe. In the 1200 to 1600 period, new periods of mobility began challenging the basic economic, social, and political institutions of global civilizations.

The global interactions of the 13th and 17th centuries resulted in bringing civilization into closer contact. The way people lived, thought, and worked all changed. The great stimulus for change was trade. It led to a commercial revolution. The rulers of China and Japan strengthened traditional culture. Yet, they struggled with the impact of increasing commercial contacts with other global regions. In Asia and the Middle East, the Mongols’ rule created stability. Their successors, the Turks, strengthened, but isolated the Muslim world.
Facts: Early Japanese Culture

	Facts
Japan is an island nation, an archipelago off the coast of mainland Asia.

Very mountainous terrain and little natural resources
Belief in Shinto (animism) and Kami (spirits)

Heavy cultural influence from exposure to China

Heian Period is considered Japan’s golden age of culture

Japanese government moved to feudalism at the end of the Heian Period
	Impact
Isolated from the rest of Asia and dependent on the Pacific Ocean for food and trade.

Little arable (farm) land and space.

Borrowed Chinese art, architecture, and writing system

The Tale of Genji was the 1st written novel

	Vocabulary
archipelago

Heian Period

Shinto




Facts: Japanese Feudalism

	Facts
Power shifted from the emperor to the land holding nobility in Japan during the 1100s

Many similarities to European feudalism
Samurai warriors followed the code of Bushido

“Closed Country” policy under the Tokugawa Shoguns limited contact with the rest of the world, specifically Europeans
	Impact
Social structure:

1. Shogun

2. Daimyo

3. Samurai

4. peasants
Culture of kabuki and noh  theater

No foreigners were allowed to enter, and no one was allowed to leave

Bushido guided the behavior of the warrior samurai
	Vocabulary
Bushido

daimyo

Samurai

Shogun

Tokugawa Shogunate

Zen Buddhism


Mongolian Empire:

	Facts
Origins from the Asian Steppe

Mongolian nation founded by Genghis Khan by uniting the Mongol clans

Mongols under Genghis Khan and his sons conquered Central Asia, parts of Southwest Asia (Persia), Russia, Eastern Europe, and China

Kublai Khan finished the conquest of China and founded the Yuan Dynasty

Extensive trade networks under the Pax Mongolia

Mongol Empire broke apart by the middle of the 1300s
	Impact
Mongols fought on horseback

Mongol Impact:

China: 1. 1st people to completely rule China, 2. created the capitol at Beijing

India: 1. Mughal Dynasty, 2. great art and architecture (Taj Mahal)

Southwest Asia: 1. Adopted Islamic culture, 2. Law codes based on loyalty
Russia: 1. Moscow became a center of power, 2. Russia was isolated from Western Europe and Byzantine influence


	Vocabulary
clan

Genghis Khan

Kublai Khan

pastoral

steppe


African Trading Empires:

	Facts
Three African kingdoms located south of the Sahara Desert: Ghana, Mali, and Songhai

Dependent on the movement and trade of gold and salt for goods

Strongly aligned with Islam

Fell to outsiders due to lack of modern weapons and technology

East African trading cities on the East coast of Africa provided animal furs, minerals, and gold to the trade in the Indian Ocean
	Impact
Provided a unified government for people of West Africa throughout the 900s to the 1400s

Connected Africa to world trade routes that linked Asia, Africa and Europe

West African trade cities (Timbuktu) were centers of learning, religion and law

Contributed to the spread of Islam in Africa with the conversion of rulers Sundiata and Mansa Musa
	Vocabulary
Lineage
Matrilineal

Patrilineal

Swahili


Resurgence of Europe:
Commercial Revolution in Europe:

	Facts
Better farming techniques and technology led to a larger population by the early 1400s

Guilds began to improve the quality of work in various occupations in Europe

Trade fairs began to bring new goods to cities throughout Europe

Life began to improve for European people
	Impact
Expansion of the Economy of Europe

Europeans were no longer forced to remain on the lord’s lands

Cities grew because of the larger population (higher birth rates and longer lives)

More goods were available to larger portions of the people of Europe
	Vocabulary
Guild

scholastics

Three-field system




Renaissance in Europe:

	Facts
Causes:

The Crusades brought new technology and knowledge to Europe 

The Bubonic Plague shattered many feudal (and religious) obligations and customs due to loss of population
The Renaissance does not have a start date and end date. The period between 1400 and 1700 is the general time frame of the Renaissance

The Renaissance was a period of cultural rebirth in Europe after the Medieval period

A revival of Greek and Roman values

Emphasis on the individual as reasoning, thinking, and questioning person.

Renaissance began in Italy and was supported by families who were patrons of the arts

The Medicis in Florence were one such family. Popes were also patrons during the Renaissance
	Impact
Artists:
1. Leonardo Da Vinci
2. Michelangelo

3. Raphael

4. Donatello

Writers (literature):

1. Dante Aligheri

2. Machiavelli

3. Thomas Moore

4. Erasmus

5. Geoffery Chaucer

The invention of the printing press allowed for the spread of knowledge and thought throughout Western Europe.

The political ideology (philosophy) of Machiavelli’s The Prince taught that rulers should always do what is best for the state. “The end justifies the means.”
Emphasis that human beings can achieve without the help of divine power

Secular (nonreligious) way of life

The Renaissance gradually spread to other parts of Europe, northward to Holland, Germany, France, and England, and to Spain
	Vocabulary
Bubonic Plague

Humanism

Patronage
Perspective

Printing Press

Renaissance

Secularism

Vernacular


Reformation and (Catholic) Counter-Reformation:

	Facts
Causes:

Abuses and secular ways of the Catholic Church

Ineffectiveness of the clergy fighting the Black Plague

The invention of the printing press allowing more Christians in Europe to read and interpret the Bible for themselves
Monarchs in Europe gained more political power after the end of the Crusades

More people began to question Church doctrines and laws in the name of the Renaissance spirit

German monk Martin Luther’s 95 Theses attacked Church laws and practices

The break of England from the Roman Catholic Church
	Impact
Ended the religious unity of Europe

Brought an end to Catholic monopoly of religious affairs

Religious wars between European Monarchs

Crusading spirit of Catholic (Spain, Portugal) and Protestant (England) nations sought to spread ideologies about Christianity

Diminished political power of the Catholic Church in Europe

Council of Trent adopted new doctrines for the Catholic Church

Spanish Inquisition drove out Muslims and Jews from Spain
	Vocabulary
Annul

Catholic Reformation

Gutenberg Bible

Indulgence
Jesuits

Reformation

Predestination

Protestant


Early Nation States in Europe (England and France):

	Facts
Causes:

1. Decline in feudalism

2. Stronger national monarchs in Europe (Elizabeth I)

3. Centralized Governments

4. Nationalism attracted many to one national identity 
	Impact
National armies

Increased competition between nation- states
Further decline in the power of the Catholic Church

Changes in national cultures
	Vocabulary
Absolutism

Hundred Years War
Nationalism


New York Sate Regents Review questions:

Answer the following review questions using the review guide and your vocabulary from the vocabulary list. 

1. What was a significant effect of Mansa Musa’s pilgrimage to Mecca?

(1) The African written language spread to southwest Asia.

(2) Military leaders eventually controlled Mali.

(3) Islamic learning and culture expanded in Mali.

(4) The trading of gold for salt ended.

2. A direct impact that the printing press had on 16th-century Europe was that it encouraged the

(1) spread of ideas


(2) beginnings of communism

(3) establishment of democracy
(4) development of industrialization

3. Much of the wealth of the West African kingdoms of Ghana and Mali was gained from the

(1) sale of slaves to Europeans

(2) creation of colonies on the Mediterranean coast

(3) taxation on goods brought by Indian merchants

(4) control of the trans-Saharan trade in gold and salt

4. What was a long-term impact of Marco Polo’s trips to China?

(1) The Silk Roads replaced the all-water route to Asia.

(2) The Chinese forced the Europeans to trade only in Peking.

(3) China was isolated from other countries.

(4) Trade increased between China and Europe.

5. In western Europe, Martin Luther’s Ninety-five Theses and Henry VIII’s Act of Supremacy led to

(1) an end to Christian unity
(2) a strengthening of economic unity

(3) better relations between peasants and merchants

(4) fewer violent outbreaks between ethnic groups

6. 
• Leonardo DaVinci used movement and perspective in his work.

• Machiavelli’s The Prince advised rulers on how to gain and maintain power.

• Humanist scholars examined worldly subjects and classical culture.

Which period is associated with these statements?

(1) French Revolution 
(3) Early Middle Ages

(2) Renaissance 

(4) Enlightenment

7. Which civilization best completes the heading of the partial outline below?
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(1) Benin 
(3) Mali

(2) Kush 
(4) Egyptian

8. Historians value the writings of Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta because they

(1) serve as primary sources about trade and culture

(2) provide the basis for European holy books

(3) include advice on how to be a democratic ruler

(4) present unbiased views of life in Africa and Asia

9. Which factor contributed to the beginning of the Renaissance in Italian cities?

(1) occupation by foreign powers
(2) interaction with Latin America

(3) surplus of porcelain from Japan
(4) access to important trade routes

10.
• 1340s—Mongols and other travelers carried disease by trade routes west of China.

• 1346—The plague reached the Black Sea ports of Caffa and Tana.

• 1347—Italian merchants fled plague-infected Black Sea ports.

• 1348—The plague became an epidemic in most of western Europe.

Which conclusion can be made based on these statements?

(1) The plague primarily affected China.

(2) The interaction of people spread the plague.

(3) Port cities were relatively untouched by the plague.

(4) The plague started in western Europe.

11. Which innovation had the greatest impact on the Protestant Reformation?

(1) movable-type printing press
(2) Mercator map projection

(3) magnetic compass


(4) triangular sail

12. What was one reason that some Italian cities developed into major commercial and cultural centers during the 13th and 14th centuries?

(1) unified central government
(2) isolationist economic policies

(3) geographic location

(4) system of social equality

13 Which two cultures most influenced the development of early Japan?

(1) Greek and Roman


(2) Chinese and Korean

(3) Egyptian and Mesopotamian
(4) Indian and Persian

Base your answer to question 14 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Spread of the Black Death
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14. Which area of Europe was least affected by the Black Death?

(1) Southwestern Europe 
(3) Eastern Europe

(2) Mediterranean Coast 
(4) British Isles

15. What is meant by Machiavelli’s belief that “the end justifies the means”?

(1) Leaders may use any method to achieve what is best for the state.

(2) The general public always acts in its own best interest.

(3) Pleasing all of the people at any given time is possible.

(4) Leaders must always act for the common good.

16 Venice in Europe, Mogadishu in Africa, and Canton in China emerged during the 13th century primarily as important centers of

(1) agriculture 
(3) manufacturing

(2) trade 
(4) mining

17. The feudal systems in both medieval Europe and early Japan were characterized by

(1) a decentralized political system
(2) religious diversity

(3) an emphasis on education

(4) the development of a wealthy middle class

18. The travels of Marco Polo and of Ibn Battuta were similar in that these travels

(1) led to nationalistic movements

(2) helped to spread the ideas of religious leaders

(3) stimulated the expansion of trade

(4) supported democratic forms of government

19. Prior to the Protestant Reformation, the medieval church in western Europe was criticized for

(1) sponsoring explorations to the Middle East

(2) allowing the Bible to be printed and distributed to the people

(3) being too concerned with worldly power and riches

(4) refusing to sell indulgences to peasants

20. In the early 1500s, Martin Luther’s “Ninety-five Theses,” Henry VIII’s “Act of Supremacy,” and John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion contributed to

(1) a decline in the power of the Catholic Church

(2) an increased sense of nationalism in Tudor England

(3) the growing power of the feudal nobility in Europe

(4) a major conflict among Eastern Orthodox Christians

