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Era IV: The First Global Age (1450 – 1750 A.D.)
Historical Narrative:


In this 1st global age, civilizations of Asia and Europe actively engaged civilizations in Africa, the Americas and the Pacific Rim. European encounters and exploration grew out of the quest for trade, wealth, and knowledge begun in the Commercial Revolution and Renaissance of the 13th, 14th, and 15th centuries.


From the second half of the 15th century, Europe’s population grew. As it did, a number of other forces merged to bring the west out of the isolation of the Medieval Period. The advent of colonialism, the emergence of national monarchies, the concentration of wealth in the hands of a few merchant houses, and the appearance of state and private monopolies created the conditions for economic expansion of the West. The retreat of China and Japan from global activities and their near isolation took them from the forefront of economic progress into stagnation, allowing the West to become dominant in global affairs.

Pre-Columbian Civilizations:

	Facts

Mayans:

- Centered in Central and Southern Mexico
- produced a complex astronomical calendar based on both solar and lunar cycles
- used slash and burn farming
Aztecs:

- Capital city of Tenochtitlan
- practiced human sacrifice
- practiced farming using pontoons

Incas:

- located in the Andes Mountains

- built fortress cities like Machu Picchu
- no written language
- used the spoken language of Quechua
- terrace farming techniques
	Impacts

Mayans:

- Used a math system with a zero base

- corn was the staple crop

- Writing script

Aztecs:

- Warlike culture that focused on conquest and capturing victims for sacrifice

- Highly specialized, hierarchical society

- 365 day calendar

Incas:

- Strong road system was used to connect the empire
- quipu (knotted strings) was used a record keeping system

- religion based on sun worship
	Vocabulary
Codex

Glyph

Quipu



Age of Exploration
Underlying causes and effects of the Age of Exploration
	Facts

Europeans actively sought to engage in trade with Asia

Sea routes and trade in the Mediterranean Sea were controlled and disrupted by the Ottomans

Development of better navigation techniques, geographic knowledge, and maps acquired after exposure to Arabic and Eastern Cultures as a result from the Crusades
Better boat construction and sailing techniques gained from interaction with Arab sailors

National monarchs needed wealth to consolidate power and compete with other powers

The need to spread Christianity as a result from the Reformation Era

Development of capitalism and mercantilism allowed money for merchant fleets
	Impacts

Europeans exploited the wealth of the Americas, Africa, Southeast Asia, and India

Colonial empires and political competition grew

Slavery and slave trade spread globally

Mesoamerican civilizations destroyed

European diseases killed many indigenous people of the Americas
High cultural diffusion 

Expansion of capitalism and mercantilism
European migrations to the Americas

Europeans gained better diets from American foods
	Vocabulary

Capitalism

Colony

Columbian Exchange

Commercial Revolution

Conquistadores

Encomienda

Mestizo

Mercantilism

Middle Passage

Treaty of Tordesillas

Triangular Trade




European Explorers and Exploration
	Facts

Spain:
Christopher Columbus sailed west to reach east to find an all water route to Asia (1492 – 1502)

Fernando Magellan sailed around South America to reach the Philippines 

(1519 – 1522)

Hernando Cortez explored and conquered the Aztecs (1521)

Francisco Pizarro explored Peru in South America and conquered the Inca (1534)

Portugal:

Vasco Da Gama explored the Indian Ocean, Africa and India

England:

Cabot explored parts of North America including Canada

Netherlands:

Henry Hudson explored parts of the North American Atlantic coast and Canada

France:
Cartier explored the St. Lawrence River and throughout Canada

Champlain explored Eastern Canada and Northeastern U.S.


	Impacts

Spain and Portugal gained huge empires in the Americas and in Southeast Asia

Northern European states began to challenge Spain and Portugal’s imperial monopoly by the second half of the 16th century
The economic system of mercantilism required a mother country’s colonies provide cheap raw materials, while purchasing expensive finished goods

The imperial system of European nations instituted colonies in the Americas

The Spanish encomienda system developed a social structure in Spanish colonies

1. Peninsulares

2. Criollos

3. Mestizos

4. Mulattos

5. African Slaves

Amerindians

Cultural diffusion between the Americas and Europe is known as the Columbian Exchange; Americas got European livestock and diseases and Europeans gained fruits, vegetables and livestock from the Americas
	Vocabulary




Absolutism in Europe:
	Facts
Causes:

1.Undermined power of the Catholic Church as a result from the Reformation

2. Undermined power of the nobility as a result of the Crusades

3. Growth of a merchant middle class wealthy enough to support a king

4. Growth of national treasuries as a result from colonies in the Americas

5. Large national armies of soldiers rather than knights

6. The financial benefits of mercantilism
Claimed that their power was from God or that they ruled by divine right. Divine right monarchs only answered to God and no one else
	Impacts
Absolute Monarchs:

- Spanish Kings: Philip II, Charles V; closely aligned and fought for the Catholic Church

- French Kings: Louis XIV, Louis XVI; built the palace at Versailles and held a very lavish court

- Holy Roman Emperor: Charles V (Hapsburg); defended Christian Europe against Muslim Turks

- Russia: Ivan IV, Peter I; unified and modernized Russia after control of the Mongols

- Ottoman Empire: Suleiman I (the Magnificent) controlled old trade routes in the Mediterranean Sea

- India: Akbar the Great; allowed religious toleration toward Muslims in India
	Vocabulary

Absolutism

Absolute Monarch

Boyars

Divine Right

Westernization


Development of British Democracy:

	Facts
Magna Carta: The Great Charter ensured a proper trial and lawful judgment in royal courts

Petition of Right: limited monarch’s power to collect taxes, quarter troops, imprisonment without just cause, and jury trials

Habeas Corpus: statement of charges, bail speedy trial

Bill of Rights: no taxation without representation, due process of the law
	Impacts
British Parliament gained control of taxation

British monarchy became a constitutional monarchy
Set a model for American democracy (Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and Bill of Rights)

Basis for representative democracy today
	Vocabulary
Constitutional Monarchy

Glorious Revolution

Habeas Corpus




New York Sate Regents Review questions:

Answer the following review questions using the review guide and your vocabulary from the vocabulary list. The answers are on the other side, but try them on your own first.
1. Which statement best describes a result of the encounter between Europeans and native populations of Latin America?

(1) Native societies experienced rapid population growth.

(2) European nations lost power and prestige in the New World.

(3) Large numbers of natives migrated to Europe for a better life.

(4) Plantations in the New World used enslaved Africans to replace native populations.

Base your answer to question 2 on the diagram below and on your knowledge of social studies.

	[image: image1.emf]
	2. This diagram shows the Incas had a farming system that
(1) provided crops for the entire society

(2) left much of the land unfarmed

(3) set aside fifty percent of the crops for those who farmed the fields

(4) grew crops only for priests and government officials


3. During the 15th century, which two European countries began sea voyages of exploration?

(1) Germany and Italy

(2) Portugal and Spain

(3) England and France
(4) Russia and the Netherlands

4. The major reason that Portugal and Spain established water routes to Asia’s spice markets was to

(1) experiment with new technology such as the astrolabe and sextant

(2) provide jobs for navigators, cartographers, and shipbuilders

(3) avoid the overland routes that were controlled by Muslim traders

(4) discover new continents, plants, and animals

5. The Magna Carta can be described as a

(1) journal about English society

(2) list of feudal rights that limited the power of the English monarchy

(3) census of all tax-paying nobility in feudal England

(4) statement of grievances of the middle class in England
Base your answer to question 6 on the quotation below and on your knowledge of social studies.

. . . Finally, gather together all that we have said, so great and so august [important], about royal authority. You have seen a great nation united under one man: you have seen his sacred power, paternal and absolute: you have seen that secret reason which directs the body politic, enclosed in one head: you have seen the image of God in kings, and you will have the idea of majesty of kingship. God is holiness itself, goodness itself, power itself, reason itself. In these things consists the divine majesty. In their reflection consists the majesty of the prince. . . . — Jacques-Benigne Bossuet
6. Which philosophy of government is expressed by this quotation?

(1) oligarchy
(3) democracy

(2) fascism 
(4) divine right

Base your answers to questions 7 through 9 on the speakers’ statements below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Speaker A: Although I spread serfdom in my country, I tried to modernize our society by incorporating western technology.

Speaker B: I promoted culture with my support of the arts. Unfortunately, I drained my country’s treasury by building my palace at Versailles and involving my country in costly wars.

Speaker C: I gained much wealth from my overseas empire in the Americas. I waged war against the Protestants and lost.

Speaker D: I inherited the throne and imprisoned my foes without a trial. I dissolved Parliament because I did not want to consult with them when I increased taxes.

7. Which speaker represents the view of King Louis XIV of France?

(1) A 
(3) C

(2) B
 (4) D

8. Which nation was most likely governed by Speaker D?

(1) Russia
 (3) Spain

(2) France 
 (4) England

9. Which type of government is most closely associated with all these speakers?

(1) limited monarchy
(2) absolute monarchy

(3) direct democracy
(4) constitutional democracy

Base your answer to question 10 on the diagram below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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	10. What is the best title for this diagram?

(1) Encomienda System 

(2) Columbian Exchange 

(3) Silk Road

(4) Open Door policy




11. The Aztec use of the calendar and the Maya writing system both illustrate that pre-Columbian cultures in the Americas

(1) traded extensively with Africa

(2) flourished prior to European contact

(3) declined because of invasion and disease
(4) converted others to Islam

Base your answer to question 12 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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	12. Which conclusion about the slave trade in Africa is supported by this map?

(1) Most of the slaves came from eastern Africa.

(2) Few people were taken from Africa to other continents.

(3) Several European countries participated in the slave trade.

(4) The slave trade began in southern Africa.


13. Which statement best describes the concept of mercantilism?

(1) Universal suffrage leads to educated citizens.

(2) Controlling trade is a key to increasing power.

(3) Only the fittest deserve to survive.

(4) Strict social control prevents revolutions.

14. The Magna Carta, the Petition of Right, and the English Bill of Rights were created to

(1) limit the power of English monarchs

(2) establish laws protecting the rights of Protestants

(3) organize England’s colonial empire

(4) abolish the role of Parliament

15. The theory justifying a monarch’s rule by God’s authority is called

(1) laissez faire
(3) predestination

(2) totalitarianism
(4) divine right

16. One similarity in the rule of Peter the Great, Suleiman I, and Louis XIV is that each leader

(1) shared power with a legislature
(2) practiced religious toleration

(3) expanded his territory

(4) decreased the amount of taxes collected

17. One way in which the Magna Carta, the Petition of Right, and the Glorious Revolution are similar is that each

(1) strengthened the power of the pope

(2) led to the exploration of Africa

(3) limited the power of the English monarchy
(4) settled religious conflicts

18. The encomienda system in Latin America was a direct result of the

(1) Crusades

(2) Age of Exploration

(3) Reformation
(4) Age of Reason

Base your answer to question 19 on the illustrations below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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19. These illustrations suggest that early Latin American civilizations

(1) were based on European societies

(2) used advanced technology to build complex structures

(3) incorporated early Roman architectural design

(4) were strongly influenced by Renaissance humanism
20. Which diagram shows the correct social hierarchy of Spain’s colonial empire in the Western Hemisphere?
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