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Era IV: The First Global Age (1450 – 1750 A.D.)

Pre-Columbian Civilizations
Codex: a book with pages that can be turned
Glyph: a symbolic picture – especially one used in a writing system for carving messages in stone
Quipu: an arrangement of knotted strings on a cord, used by the Inca to record numerical information
Age of Exploration
Capitalism: An economic system based on the private ownership of the means of production and distribution of goods. Also promotes a free market regulated by supply and demand
Colony: land controlled by a distant nation
Columbian Exchange: The exchange of goods and other things, such as disease from the Old World (Europe) to the new World (North and South America) and back
Commercial Revolution: A dramatic change in the economy of Europe at the end of the Middle Ages. It is characterized by an increase in towns and trade, the use of banks and credit, and the establishment of guilds to regulate quality and price
Conquistadores: Spanish conquerors who came to the New World in search of gold and other riches
Encomienda: System: A system of production in Spain’s New World possessions which granted permission to conquistadors to enslave as many people needed to work a plantation.
Mercantilism: The policy of building a nation's wealth by exporting more goods than it imports. Colonies are instrumental in this policy as they supply their parent nations with raw materials that are used to produce finished goods, and then exported back to the colonies. Colonies not only served as a source for the raw materials, but also as an exclusive market for the parent country
Mestizo: In colonial Latin America, Spanish/Native America who were denied basic political, economic, and social rights due to their mixed heritage
Middle Passage: the voyage made by ships carrying African slaves from Africa to South America and the West Indies as part of the Triangular Trade system
Treaty of Tordesillas: A treaty dividing the New World possessions between Portugal and Spain. This treaty, signed in 1494 was a product of the Catholic Church
Triangular Trade: A catch all phrase for the trade occurring between Europe, Africa, and the Americas. Trade goods include raw materials from the Americas, manufactured goods from Europe, and slaves from Africa
Absolutism in Europe
Absolute monarchy: A political system in which a country is ruled by a monarch, who has absolute control

Boyars: Russian nobility
Divine Right: The justification of monarchy through the word of God
Westernization: To adopt western (European and American typically) ideas and culture
Development of British Democracy
Constitutional Monarchy: A political system in which a country is ruled by a monarch who has limited power due to a constitution
Glorious Revolution: Political revolution in Great Britain in 1688 that put William and Mary on the throne, while limiting the power of the monarchy and making Parliament supreme. This event marks the beginning of a constitutional monarchy in England
Habeas Corpus: a document requiring that a prisoner be brought before a court or judge so that it can be determined if his or her imprisonment is legal
