PAGE  
2

Era V: An Age of Revolutions (1750 to 1914 AD)
Scientific Revolution

Nicolaus Copernicus:  Polish astronomer who wrote On the Revolutions of the Celestial Spheres. Theorized that the Earth orbited the Sun (heliocentric system) and laid the foundations of modern astronomy
Galileo Galilei: (1564-1642) Italian astronomer. One of the founders of Europe's scientific revolution, one of his main contributions is the application of the telescope to astronomy. He was able to prove Copernicus’ heliocentric model correct
Heliocentric theory: theory of the universe that states the sun is the center, and that the earth revolves around it
Sir Isaac Newton: (1642-1727) English scientist who discovered gravitation, invented calculus, and formulated the laws of motion
Scientific Method: uses observation and experimentation to explain theories on the workings of the universe
Scientific Revolution: an offshoot of the Renaissance in which scientists questioned traditional beliefs about the workings of the universe. One of the main ideas to come out of the Scientific Revolution was the use of the Scientific Method. The Scientific Method uses observation and experimentation to explain theories on how the universe works
Enlightenment
Enlightenment: a movement in the 18th century that stressed the importance of reason and science in philosophy and the study of human society. Occurred in Western Europe
Enlightened Despot: a monarch who retains absolute control of their country while also enacting reform based on Enlightenment ideas
John Locke: (1632-1704) English philosopher and political theorist. He wrote Two Treaties on Government which explained that all men have Natural Rights, which are Life, Liberty, and Property, and that the purpose of government was to protect these rights
Natural Rights: concept of John Locke’s that states all people have the right to life, liberty, and property
Neoclassical: relating to a simple elegant style that characterized the arts in Europe during the late 1700s
Philosophe: one of a group of social thinkers in France during the Enlightenment
Salon: a social gathering of intellectuals and artists, like those held in the homes of wealthy women in Paris and other European cities during the Enlightenment
Separation of Powers: a tool in government described by Baron de Montesquieu which states that government should divide itself according to its powers, creating a Judicial, Legislative, and Executive branch. This system would Check and Balance itself, which would help protect the people's liberty
Social Contract: French philosopher Jean Jaques Rousseau's book in which he wrote that people were basically good, and that society, and its unequal distribution of wealth, were the cause of most problems. Rousseau believed that government should be run according to the will of the majority, which he called the General Will. He claimed that the General Will would always act in the best interest of the people
Political Revolutions
American Revolution
Bill of Rights: the first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution, which protect citizen’s rights and freedoms
Declaration of Independence: a statement of the reasons for the American colonies’ break with Britain
Checks and Balances: a system in government described by Baron de Montesquieu where legislative, judicial, and executive power is shared among the different branches to provide protection against abuses of power
Federal System: a political system where power is split between a central authority and a group of individual states
French Revolution
Balance of Power: a political policy in which countries attempt to preserve peace by keeping an equal military and economic status
Congress of Vienna: meeting of European political leaders to reestablish former territorial borders after the end of the Napoleonic Wars and the fall of Napoleon. The Congress was held in Vienna from September 1814 to June 1815, and was dominated by Prince Metternich of the Austro-Hungarian Empire
Continental System: Napoleon’s policy of preventing trade between Great Britain and continental Europe, intended to destroy Britain’s economy
Coup d’etat: The acting of overthrowing a government in favor of another, usually through violent means
Declaration of Right of Man and the Citizen: revolutionary document of the French Revolution. Written in 1789, it spelled out certain rights believed to be universal to all mankind. Patterned on the American Declaration of Independence
Émigrés: people who leave their countries for political reasons, like those in France during the French Revolution
Estate: class system in France before the French Revolution. There were three Estates, First Estate was Clergy, Second was Nobility, and the Third was peasants, merchants, and townspeople
Estates General: the legislative body of France composed of representatives from the three estates which are Clergy in the First Estate, Nobles in the Second Estate, and peasants in the Third Estate. Each Estate is entitled to one vote on legislative matters. The Estates General was never as strong as the British Parliament of the American Congress
Guillotine: a machine used for beheading people, used as a means of execution during the French Revolution
National Assembly: first new government during the first stage of the French Revolution
Old Regime: the political and social system that existed in France before the French Revolution
Reign of Terror: the period of the French Revolution where many French citizens were executed as enemies of the state by the French government
Scorched Earth Policy: the practice of burning crops and killing livestock during wartime so that the enemy cannot live off the land
Tennis Court Oath: a pledge made by the National Assembly in which they vowed to continue meeting until they had drawn up a new constitution
Revolutions in Latin America
Creoles: In colonial Latin America, American born Spanish gentry, they owned most of the land but were treated like second class citizens, and were denied political rights
Mulattos: in colonial Latin America, Spanish/African who were denied basic political, economic, and social rights due to their mixed heritage
Peninsulares: in colonial Latin America, Spanish official sent to govern Latin American colonies. They controlled government completely
Nationalism in Europe
Conservatives: in the 1st half of the 19th century those Europeans who wanted to preserve the traditional monarchies of Europe
Liberals: in the 1st half of the 19th century those Europeans who wanted to give more power to elected parliaments
Nation-State: An independent state or country
Nationalism: Pride in one’s country or culture, often excessive in nature
Radicals: in the 1st half of the 19th century those Europeans who wanted drastic change to extend democracy to all people
Industrial Revolution
Agrarian Revolution: a change in farming methods that allowed for a greater production of food. This revolution was fueled by the use of new farming technology such as the seed drill and improved fertilizers. The result of this revolution was a population explosion due to the higher availability of food. It was one of the causes of the Industrial Revolution
Collective Bargaining: negotiations between workers and their employers
Corporation: a company with business dealings in many different areas
Entrepreneur: a person who organizes, manages, and takes on the risks of a business
Factory: a central location where goods are manufactured on a large scale
Factors of Production: the resources that are needed to produce goods and services
Industrialization: the change to industrial methods of production such as the use of factories
Industrial Revolution: in the second half of the 19th century, it was the fundamental change in the way goods were produced through the use of machines, capital, and the centralization of work forces in factories. It completely altered the social, economic, and political structure of most of Europe, Japan, and the United States
Middle Class: social and economic class usually composed of merchants, artisans, and business people. In some societies the richest class, but without a title of nobility. The middle class is usually the backbone of society as they are generally more moderate in their economic, social, and political habits
Urbanization: The movement of people to urban areas in search of work
Union: an association of workers, formed to bargain for better working conditions and higher wages 
Economic Philosophies of the Industrial Revolution
Bourgeoisie: Term given to the middle class people in society
Capitalism: an economic system based on the private ownership of the means of production and distribution of goods. Also promotes a free market regulated by supply and demand
Communism: a system of government in which a single, totalitarian, party holds power. It is characterized by state control of the economy, and restriction on personal freedoms. It was first proposed by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in The Communist Manifesto
Laissez- faire: this was an economic philosophy begun by Adam Smith in his book, Wealth of Nations that stated that business and the economy would run best with no interference from the government. This economic system dominated most of the Industrial Revolution
Proletariat: term given to the working class people in society
Socialism: a political system where the means of production are controlled by the workers and all things are shared evenly. Socialist policies provide for government funding of many basic needs such as food, shelter, and medical care
Utilitarianism: the theory that government actions are only useful if they promote the greatest good for the greatest number of people
Imperialism
Assimilation: the adoption of a conqueror’s culture by a conquered people
Berlin Conference 1884-85: During European Imperialism, various European leaders met in Berlin, Germany to discuss plans for dividing Africa peacefully. These leaders had little regard for African independence, and had no representation for native Africans. This began the process of imperializing Africa
Boxer Rebellion: a rebellion by the people of China to end foreign domination
Geopolitics: a foreign policy based on a consideration of the strategic locations or products of other lands
Imperialism: the complete control of a weaker nation’s social, economic, and political life by a stronger nation
Meiji Restoration: the restoration of the Emperor Meiji to power in Japan, overthrowing the Tokugawa Shogunate in 1868
New Imperialism: a policy of economic, political, and social of one country by another. Industrialized countries sought control of other countries for raw materials and new markets
Open Door Policy: a policy of the United States that stated China should be open to all nations that which to trade with them. This policy did not include the consent of the Chinese, and was another form of imperialism
Opium War: in the early 19th century, Great Britain began importing opium, processed from poppy plants grown in the Crown Colony of India, into China. Chinese officials attempted to ban the importation of the highly addictive opium, but ultimately failed. The British declared war on China in a series of conflicts called the Opium Wars. Superior British military technology allowed them to claim victory and subject the Chinese to a series of unequal treaties
Paternalism: a policy of treating subject people as if they were children, providing for their needs but not giving their rights
Racism: the belief that one race is superior to another
Sepoy: a soldier working for the British East India Company, recruited from the native population of India
Sepoy Mutiny: (1857-1859) A revolt by the hired Hindu and Muslim soldiers of the British East India Company. It began as a result of the rifle cartridges that were distributed to the Sepoys had to be bitten to remove a cover before being inserted into a gun. Rumors circulated among the Sepoys that this cover had been greased with beef and pork fat. This angered Muslim Sepoys who were not supposed to consume pork, and the Hindu Sepoys who were not supposed to eat beef. Thus, the Sepoys revolted against the British army, which eventually ended the conflict through use of force. This resulted in the British government officially taking control of India, making it a colony
Sphere of Influence: an area of one country under the control of another. In China, these areas guaranteed specific trading privileges to each imperialist nation within its respective sphere
Social Darwinism: a social theory which states that the level a person rises to in society and wealth is determined by their genetic background
Suez Canal: canal linking the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea. It was a vital trade route in the British Empire during imperialism, and continues to link North Africa and Europe to Asia today
