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Era VI: A Half Century of Crisis and Achievement
Historical Narrative:


The half century between 1900 and 1945 saw social progress in the fields of science, technology, medicine and women’s suffrage. Unfortunately, it also witnessed disastrous political events: two world wars, the rise of totalitarian governments, and modern genocide. Economically, governments faced two depressions, one after World War I, and the much more serious Great Depression that began in 1929. After the end of World War II, the world saw the decline of colonialism, the emergence of a multitude of new nations, and the development of the Cold War between the superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union.

World War I (1914 – 1918):

	Facts
Underlying Causes:

1. Imperialism

2. Nationalism

3. Militarism

4. Entangling Alliances

5. Economic Competition

Immediate Cause: Assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand by Serbian Nationalists

Serbia was backed by Russia. Austria had an alliance with Germany.

As war was declared, all of the allied European nations were dragged into war.

Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey

Allied Powers: Britain, France, Russia, United States

1st war to practice: aerial combat, poison gas, trench warfare, unrestricted submarine warfare
	Impacts
European colonial powers were severely weakened by the costs of the war
Ended the Ottoman Empire in Europe

Armenian Massacres in Turkey

U.S. President Wilson’s 14 Points called for self determination

League of Nations created by the Treaty of Versailles
Treaty of Versailles at the Paris Peace Conference (1918):

1. Germany was responsible for the war

2. Germany was forced to pay reparations

3. German loss of colonies

4. limits on German military

- The treaty is considered to be one of the fundamental causes for World War II
	Vocabulary
Allies

Armistice

Central Powers

Fourteen Points
Militarism
Propaganda

Rationing

Self Determination

Trench Warfare

Triple Alliance

Triple Entente

Total War

Unrestricted Submarine Warfare

Western Front


Russian Revolution (1917 – 1921):
	Facts
Also known as the Bolshevik Revolution
Causes:
1. Ineffective domestic policies and reforms of Czar Alexander III

2. Poor living conditions in Russia

3. Problems from the Revolution of 1905
4. Russian involvement in World War I

5. Popularity of the Marxist ideas of Vladimir Lenin

6. Unpopularity of Czar Nicholas II

Events:

1. 1917 – Failure of the Russian Provisional Government to provide for the demands of the people (Peace, Land, and Bread)
2. 1917 – Bolsheviks led by Lenin led an uprising and later captured Moscow. Signed the Treaty of Brest Litovsk and ended Russian involvement in World War I

3. 1917 – Civil war broke out between the Reds (Bolshevik) and Whites
4. 1922 – Red Army is victorious in Russia
	Impacts
Immediate Impacts:

1. Russian economy id shattered

2. Adoption of the New Economic Policy to boost production levels to pre-World War I levels

3. Nationalization of key industries in Russia

4. The execution of the Romanov family (Czar Nicholas II and the Russian royal family)

5. Bolsheviks soon became known as communists

Long Term Impacts:

1. Lenin’s death in 1924 led to an internal struggle in Soviet government*
2. Lenin was eventually replaced by Stalin in Soviet government

3. Introduction of Five Year Plans

4. Collectivization of privately owned farms, machinery, livestock, and produce

5. Opposition to the Five Year Plans and collectivization led to “terror famine” or “war by starvation” in the Ukraine under Stalin’s policies
	Vocabulary
Bolsheviks
Collective Farm

Command Economy

Duma

Pogrom

Provisional Government

Joseph Stalin

Soviet

V.I. Lenin


Great Depression (1929 – 1939):
	Facts
Causes:

1. Stock Market crash of 1929
2. Overproduction led to lower prices, lower wages, and rising unemployment

3. Buying stock on margin (credit)
Events:
1. “Black Friday” Stock Market crash of October 1929

2. Responses: economic nationalism, devalued currency, abandoned the gold standard and increased tariffs

3. Governments spent money to jumpstart their economies
	Impacts
Widespread poverty throughout all nations

A 38% decrease in world production

30 million people were unemployed world wide

Further weakening of the Weimar Republic in Germany

Leading cause to the rise of fascist governments in Italy, Russia, Germany, and Japan

Germany, Italy and Japan spent money on military growth to expand their economy
	Vocabulary
Coalition Government

Great Depression

New Deal

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Weimar Republic


Rise of Totalitarian States:

	Facts
Common traits:

1. Centralized authority 

2. Strict obedience to state

3. Extreme nationalism

4. Leaders take on cult like status

5. Gained power because of weak democracies after World War I

6. Generally support militarism

Totalitarian leaders:
Hitler – Nazi Germany

Mussolini – Italy

Stalin – Soviet Union
Hirohito – Japan
	Impacts
All totalitarian leaders came to power by legal means

Heavy build up of armies in Germany, Italy, Russia, and Japan
Primary causes of World War II

Abuses of civil rights in all totalitarian states

Heavy government censorship in all forms of media and heavy propaganda
	Vocabulary
Fascism
Adolf Hitler

Mein Kampf

Lebensraum

Benito Mussolini

Nazism

Third Reich

Totalitarianism


World War II (1939 – 1945):
	Facts
Causes:

1. Totalitarian aggression, specifically German aggression in Europe
2. Inability of the League of Nations to enforce international peace

3. Alliance of Germany, Italy and Japan (Axis Powers)
4. Provisions against Germany in the Treaty of Versailles

Events:

1. Germany invaded Poland in 1939. Britain and France vowed to protect Poland
2. Japan attacks China and British colonies in the Pacific Ocean
3. Battle of Britain, 1940

4. Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, brought U.S. into World War II

5. Final defeat of Germany in April 1945, Japan August 1945

6. 1st atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Wartime conferences of

Holocaust in Germany lasts from 1939 to 1945 and resulted in the death of over 6 million Jews in Europe

Nuremburg Trials found many members of the Axis Powers guilty of war crimes
	Impacts
Yalta and Potsdam set foundations for post-war world.

Worldwide Wartime losses:

1. 40 million deaths

2. cost over 1 trillion dollars

3. Devastation to European nations and Asia

4. Russia suffered heavy civilian and military losses during the war

Further weakened colonial powers led to greater demands for independence

Emergence of the United States and the Soviet Union as the two true superpowers in world politics

Japan and Germany were demilitarized after the end of World War II

Economies of Europe and Asia were ruined by to fighting and using resources for war effort

Start of the Cold War between Western European Democracies and Communist Eastern Europe
Creation of the United Nations as an international peace keeping body
	Vocabulary
Appeasement
Atlantic Charter

Axis Powers

Blitzkrieg

Winston Churchill

Demilitarization

Charles de Gaulle

Genocide

Ghettos

Holocaust

Isolationism

Munich Conference

Nonaggression pact

Nuremburg Trials

Pearl Harbor

United Nations


New York Sate Regents Review questions:

Answer the following review questions using the review guide and your vocabulary from the vocabulary list.
1. The Bolshevik Party in 1917 gained the support of the peasant class because they promised them

(1) “Peace, Land, and Bread”

(2) “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”

(3) abolition of the secret police
(4) democratic reforms in all levels of government

Base your answer to question 2 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.
	[image: image1.emf]
	2. Which time period in German history is most accurately represented in this map?

(1) between World War I and World War II 

(2) just after the Berlin Conference

(3) immediately after the Congress of Vienna

(4) during unification under Bismarck




3. What was the immediate cause of World War I in Europe?

(1) start of the civil war in Russia

(2) sinking of the British liner, Lusitania

(3) assassination of the heir to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire

(4) attack on Poland by the German army

4. Many historians believe that the harsh terms found in the Treaty of Versailles helped lead to

(1) Italy’s unification

(2) Turkey’s modernization

(3) revolutions in Russia
(4) World War II

5. Which economic program was implemented by Joseph Stalin?

(1) Four Modernizations
(2) five-year plans

(3) Great Leap Forward
(4) perestroika

6. One reason the Japanese followed a policy of expansionism before World War II was to gain

(1) warm-water ports


(2) control of Tibet

(3) additional natural resources
(4) control of the Suez Canal

7. 

“Korea Divided at 38th Parallel”

“Hungarian Revolution Crushed”

“Missile Sites Spotted in Cuba”

The events in these headlines contributed to the

(1) development of peacetime alliances

(2) collapse of the Soviet Union

(3) rejection of imperialism by Western nations
(4) tensions between the superpowers

8. Totalitarian governments are characterized by the

(1) elimination of heavy industry
(2) use of censorship, secret police, and repression

(3) lack of a written constitution
(4) support of the people for parliament decisions

9. The famine in Ukraine during the 1930s resulted from the Soviet government’s attempt to

(1) end a civil war

(2) implement free-market practices

(3) collectivize agriculture
(4) introduce crop rotation

10. When some European leaders agreed to Hitler’s demands concerning Czechoslovakia in 1938, they were supporting a policy of

(1) détente

(2) balance of power

(3) collective security
(4) appeasement

11. One reason Germany’s invasion of Poland in 1939 was successful is that Poland

(1) lacked natural barriers
(2) was located along the North Sea

(3) lacked natural resources
(4) was close to the Balkans
12. One reason for the outbreak of World War II was the

(1) ineffectiveness of the League of Nations

(2) growing tension between the United States and the Soviet Union

(3) conflict between the Hapsburg and the Romanov families

(4) refusal of the German government to sign the Treaty of Versailles

13. Which important principle was established as a result of the Nuremberg trials?

(1) Defeated nations have no rights in international courts of law.

(2) Individuals can be held accountable for “crimes against humanity.”

(3) Soldiers must follow the orders of their superiors.

(4) Aggressor nations must pay war reparations for damages caused during wars.

14. “. . . A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the government whose title is to be determined. . . .”

— President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points, 1918

This statement held appeal for nationalists in areas under colonial control because it suggested

(1) national self-determination
(2) economic development

(3) a system of alliances

(4) protection from terrorists

15. Fascist leaders in Italy and Germany came to power in the 1920s and 1930s because they

(1) supported the League of Nations

(2) exploited economic hardships to gain support

(3) resisted all forms of extreme nationalism

(4) maintained political traditions

16. How did geography affect Hitler’s invasion of Russia?

(1) Deserts made invasion possible.

(2) The climate created obstacles to success.

(3) The tundra enabled the movements of troops.

(4) Warm-water ports prevented the flow of supplies.

17. The Armenian massacre, the Holocaust, and the Rape of Nanking are examples of

(1) appeasement policies
(2) resistance movements

(3) Russification efforts
(4) human rights violations

18. The Treaty of Versailles angered many Germans after World War I because the treaty

(1) divided Germany into Communist and non- Communist zones

(2) made Germany restore its emperor

(3) required all German-speaking Europeans to return to Germany

(4) forced Germany to pay large war reparations

19. “. . . The key-stone of the Fascist doctrine is its conception of the State, of its essence, its functions, and its aims. For Fascism the State is absolute, individuals and groups relative. Individuals and groups are admissable in so far as they come within the State. Instead of directing the game and guiding the material and moral progress of the community, the liberal State restricts its activities to recording results. The Fascist State is wide awake and has a will of its own. For this reason it can be described as ‘ethical’...”

— Benito Mussolini, Fascism: Doctrine and Institutions, Howard Fertig, 1932
Which statement expresses the main idea of the passage?

(1) The people have a right to overthrow ineffective governments.

(2) The state is more important than the individuals within it.

(3) The state gets its authority from the power of individuals.

(4) The establishment of an empire will cause division and chaos.

20. Which event is most closely associated with the start of World War II in Europe?

(1) invasion of Poland by Germany
(2) signing of the Munich Agreement

(3) building of the Berlin Wall
(4) assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

* See the book Animal Farm by George Orwell as a fictional account of the Russian Revolution with farm animals as metaphors for the people involved.





