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Unit I: Constitutional Foundations 1763 – 1865

Pre-Revolution (1760s – 1775)

1st Continental Congress: Like the Stamp Act Congress, which was formed by colonials to respond to the unpopular Stamp Act, the First Continental Congress was formed largely in response to the Intolerable Acts. The Congress was planned through the permanent committees of correspondence. They chose the meeting place to be Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in Carpenters' Hall, which was both centrally located and one of the leading cities in the colonies
John Adams: instrumental political leader during the American Revolution, 2nd president of the United States
Albany Plan of Union: the 1st formal proposal to unite the American colonies, put forth by Benjamin Franklin
Appalachian Mountains: a mountain range that stretches from eastern Canada south to Alabama
Boston Massacre: a clash between British soldiers and Boston colonists in 1770, in which five of the colonists were killed
Boston Tea Party: the dumping of 342 chests of tea into Boston Harbor by colonists in 1773 to protest the Tea Act
Boycott: To stop from using, buying, or dealing with as an act of protest
Cash crop: a crop grown by a farmer to be sold for profit rather than for personal use
Enlightenment: a movement in the 18th century that stressed the importance of reason and science in philosophy and the study of human society. Occurred in Western Europe
English Bill of Rights: an agreement signed by William and Mary to respect the rights of English citizens and of Parliament, including the right to free elections
French & Indian War: a conflict in North America from 1754 to 1763 that was part of a worldwide struggle between France and Britain; Britain defeated France and gained French Canada
Benjamin Franklin: instrumental political leader during the American Revolution
Intolerable Acts: a series of laws enacted by Parliament in 1774 to punish Massachusetts colonists for the Boston Tea Party
King George III: British king during the Revolutionary War
John Locke: (1632-1794) - British political theorist of the Enlightenment who argued that government should be based on the consent of the governed, and that people had the right to revolt against ineffective or unfair government. His most famous work, Two Treatises on Government, was published in 1690
Navigation Acts: a series of laws passed by Parliament, beginning in 1651, to ensure that England made money from its colonies’ trade
Proclamation of 1763: an order in which Britain prohibited its American colonists from settling west of the Appalachian Mountains
Quartering Act: a law passed by Parliament in 1765 that required the colonies to house and supply British soldiers
Salutary Neglect: a hands-off policy of England toward its American colonies during the 1st half of the 1700s
Sons of Liberty: a group of colonists who formed a secret society to oppose British policies at the time of the Revolutionary War
Stamp Act: law passed by the British Parliament in 1765 to tax the American colonies. Because of the recommendation of George Grenville, First Lord of the Treasury in Britain (April 1763-July 1765), Parliament passed the Stamp Act, which placed a tax on newspapers, almanacs, legal documents, and other paper items. Stamps had to be purchased and attached to any paper purchased in the colonies. One of the earliest British taxes to affect a large portion of colonial society, it sparked fierce resistance. Because of these protests, including those organized by the Sons of Liberty, Parliament repealed the act on March 18, 1766
Sugar Act: a law passed by Parliament in 1764 that placed tax on sugar, molasses, and other products shipped to the colonies
Townshend Acts: a series of laws passed by Parliament in 1767 that suspended New York’s assembly and established taxes on goods brought into the British colonies
Triangular Trade: A catch all phrase for the trade occurring between Europe, Africa, and the Americas. Trade goods include raw materials from the Americas, manufactured goods from Europe, and slaves from Africa
Revolution (1776 – 1781)

2nd Continental Congress: a governing body whose delegates agreed, in May 1775, to form the Continental Army and to approve the Declaration of Independence
Declaration of Independence: the declaration of the Congress of the Thirteen United States of America, on the 4th of July, 1776, by which they formally declared that these colonies were free and independent States, not subject to the government of Great Britain 
Guerilla: a soldier who weakens the enemy with surprise raids and hit-and-run attacks
Thomas Jefferson: instrumental political leader during the American Revolution, author of the Declaration of Independence, 3rd president of the United States
Loyalist: an American colonist who supported the British during the Revolutionary War
Patriot: A person who is loyal to his or her country; in the American Revolution, patriots were the people living in the American colonies who wanted to be free of British control
Treaty of Paris 1783: the treaty that ended the Revolutionary War, confirming the independence of the United States and setting boundaries of the new nation
George Washington: instrumental political leader during the American Revolution, commander of the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War, 1st president of the United States
Confederation to Constitution (1781 – 1787)

Anti-Federalists: a person who opposed the ratification of the U.S. Constitution
Articles of Confederation: The first document created to govern the newly formed government after the American Revolution. It created a “firm league of friendship” among the 13 original states. The states agreed to send delegates to a Confederation Congress. Each state had one vote in Congress 
Bill of Rights (1791): first ten amendments to the Constitution ratified in 1791, these amendments limit governmental power and protect basic rights and liberties of individuals
Constitutional Convention: a meeting held in 1787 to consider changes to the Articles of Confederation; resulting in the drafting of the U.S. Constitution

Federalism: power is shared between two sets of governmental institutions, those of the states and those of the central or federal authorities, as stipulated by the Constitution 
Federalists: supporters of the Constitution

Great Compromise: the Constitutional Convention’s agreement to establish a two-house national legislature, with all states having equal representation in one house and representation based on population in another house
Land Ordinance of 1785: a law that established a plan for surveying and selling the federally owned lands west of the Appalachian Mountains
James Madison: instrumental political leader during the American Revolution, contributing author to the Bill of Rights, 4th president of the United States
Northwest Ordinance: described how the Northwest Territory was to be governed and set conditions for settlement and settlers’ rights
Northwest Territory: territory by the land which included the states of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, and part of Minnesota
Republic: a government in which people elect representatives to govern for them
Shays’ Rebellion: incident in western Massachusetts in 1786-1787. Small-farm owners, led by Daniel Shays, rebelled in reaction to the state's failure to address the widespread farm foreclosures and credit difficulties. Although troops were able to calm the rebellion, the rioting convinced many national leaders that the Articles of Confederation were insufficient for national stability, and that a stronger central government was needed. This helped compel leaders to create what would become the US Constitution
Three Fifths Compromise: the Constitutional Convention to count three-fifths of a state’s slaves as population for purposes of representation and taxation
Federalist Era (1787 – 1800)

Alien & Sedition Acts: a series of four laws enacted in 1798 to reduce the political power of recent immigrants to the United States
Cabinet: part of the Executive Office of the President. The Cabinet departments help enforce the laws and policies of the federal government. The head of each department is a member of the President's Cabinet
Federal Judiciary Act: helped to create a court system and gave the Supreme Court six members
Alexander Hamilton: instrumental political leader during the American Revolution, 1st Secretary of the Treasury
Neutrality: not siding with one country or another
Tariff: money collected by federal, local or state government from individuals or businesses for use in public spending
Whiskey Rebellion: a 1794 protest against the government’s tax on whiskey
Jefferson Era (1800 – 1812)

William Clark: explorer commissioned by Thomas Jefferson to explore the Louisiana Territory after the Louisiana Purchase
Embargo Act of 1807: an act that stated that American ships were no longer allowed to sail to foreign ports, and it also closed American ports to British ships
Impressment: the act of seizing by force
Judiciary Act of 1801: a law that increased the number of federal judges, allowing President John Adams to fill most of the new spots with Federalists
Judicial Review: power of a court to refuse to enforce a law or government regulation which it believes to be unconstitutional. Chief Justice John Marshall articulated this right in the decision of Marbury v. Madison (1803). So far, the Supreme Court has ruled about 1500 congressional acts or parts of acts unconstitutional
Meriwether Lewis: explorer commissioned by Thomas Jefferson to explore the Louisiana Territory after the Louisiana Purchase
Zebulon Pike: explorer who explored the Louisiana Territory after the Louisiana Purchase
Louisiana Purchase: the 1803 purchase of the Louisiana Territory from France
Marbury v. Madison: an 1803 case in which the Supreme Court ruled that it had the power to abolish laws by declaring them unconstitutional (the federal power of Judicial Review)
John Marshall: Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from 1801 to 1835
War Hawk: a westerner that supported the War of 1812
War of 1812 & the Era of Good Feelings (1812 – 1825)

Compromise of 1820 (Missouri Compromise): a series of laws enacted in 1820 to maintain the balance of power between slave states and free states
Erie Canal: completed in 1825, this waterway connected New York City and Buffalo, New York
James Monroe: 5th president of the United States, see Monroe Doctrine
Monroe Doctrine: a policy of U.S. opposition to any European interference in the Western Hemisphere, announced by President Monroe in 1823
Sectionalism: the placing of the interests of one’s own region ahead of the interests of the national as a whole
Jacksonian Era (1825 – 1838)

Doctrine of Nullification: a right of a state to reject a federal law that it considers it to be unconstitutional
Indian Removal Act: this 1830 act called for the government to negotiate treaties that would require Native Americans to move west
Andrew Jackson: 7th president of the United States, believed in a strong central government and was the first president not from Virginia or Massachusetts 
Jacksonian Democracy: the idea of spreading political power to all the people, thereby ensuring majority rule
Secession: withdraw
Spoils System: the practice of winning candidates giving government jobs to political supporters and backers
Tariff of Abominations: a tax in 1828 that raised the price of manufactured goods and upset Southerners
Trail of Tears: the tragic journey of the Cherokee people from their homeland to Indian Territory between 1838 and 1839; thousands died on the way
Martin Van Buren: 8th president of the United States
Manifest Destiny (1838 – 1850)

California Gold Rush: in 1849, large numbers of people moved to California because gold had been discovered there
Lone Star Republic: the nickname of the republic of Texas, given in 1836
Manifest Destiny: the belief that it is the destiny of the United States to stretch across North America from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans
Mexican Cession: a vast region of land given up by Mexico after the Mexican War; included the present day states of California, Nevada, Utah, most of Arizona, and parts of New Mexico, Colorado and Wyoming
James K. Polk: (11th) president of the United States during the Mexican-American War (1846- 47)
Zachary Taylor: American General during the Mexican-American War (1846- 47) 12th president of the United States
Oregon Trail: a trail that ran westward from Independence, Missouri to the Oregon Territory
Santa Fe Trail: a trail that began in Missouri and ended in Santa Fe, New Mexico
Prelude to the Civil War (1850 – 1860)

John Brown: extreme abolitionist who led the attacks on pro-slavery land owners in Kansas
Compromise of 1850: had four parts– first, California was allowed to enter the Union as a free state; second, the rest of the Mexican Cession was divided into the territories of New Mexico and Utah (in each territory, voters would decide the slavery question according to popular sovereignty); third, the slave trade was ended in Washington, D.C., the nation’s capitol (Congress, however, declared that it had no power to ban the slave trade between slave states; fourth, a strict new fugitive slave law was passed. 
Dred Scott v. Sanford: the Supreme Court ruled that Dred Scott could not file a lawsuit because, as a black, he was not a citizen. The justices also agreed that slaves were property. They also ruled that Congress did not have the power to outlaw slavery in any territory. 
Free Soil Party: a political party dedicated to stopping the spread of slavery
Fugitive Slave Act: an 1850 law to help slaveholders recapture runaway slaves
Harper’s Ferry: a federal armory in Virginia that was captured in an 1859 slave revolt
Kansas Nebraska Act: an 1854 law that established the territories of Kansas and Nebraska as states and gave the residents the right to decide as if to allow slavery
Abraham Lincoln: The 16th president of the United States who saw the country through the Civil War; he was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth on April 14, 1865
Popular Sovereignty: a government which the people rule; a system in which the residents vote to decide an issue
Republican Party: the political party formed in 1854 by opponents of slavery in the territories
Wilmot Proviso: an 1846 proposal that outlawed slavery in any territory gained from the war with Mexico
Uncle Tom’s Cabin: a novel published by Harriet Beecher Stowe in 1852 that portrayed slavery as brutal and immoral
Civil War (1861 – 1865)

Appomattox Courthouse: the Virginia town where Robert E. Lee surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant in 1865, ending the Civil War
Battle of Gettysburg: an 1863 battle in the Civil War in which the Union defeated the Confederacy, ending hopes for a Confederate victory in the North
Blockade: when armed forces prevent the transportation of goods or people into or out of an area
Conscription: a law that required men to serve in the military or be drafted
Jefferson Davis: leader of the Confederacy and Southern Sates during the Civil Wat
Emancipation Proclamation: an executive order issued by Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, freeing slaves in all regions in rebellion against the Union
Fort Sumter: a federal fort located in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina; the Southern attack in the fort marked the start of the Civil War
Ulysses S. Grant: Commander of the Union army during the Civil War, 18th president of the United Sates
Robert E. Lee: Commander of the Confederate forces during the Civil War
William T. Sherman: Union general who practiced total war against the Confederacy during the Civil War
