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Unit I: Constitutional Foundations 1763 – 1865

Historical Context
Pre-Revolution (1760s – 1775), Revolution (1776 – 1781)
Nearly two hundred years under British rule greatly influenced America. While Britain’s thirteen colonies on the Atlantic seaboard evolved from diverse circumstances, the hybrid British culture created more similarities than differences.


The new nation’s written laws, elected legislature and separation of government power among the branches reflected common Anglo-Saxon traditions. While the British Crown exerted powerful vetoes on colonial legislatures, the new nation’s government checked that kind of power. Property and religious qualifications restricted those who could vote, slavery still existed, and there was no expansion of rights for women. The diversity of colonial religion voided out the power of any one church. Property ownership did grow when the states seized and auctioned lands belonging to fleeing Loyalists, but most of that land was bought by the wealthier groups in the new society.

The new American nation, born of revolution, turned to making independence work. It could apply to that problem an experience on almost two hundred years of sociopolitical evolution and experimentation.

Confederation to Constitution (1781 – 1787), Federalist Era (1787 – 1800)

The United States was the 1st nation in modern times to have a government designed and run according to democratic principles. Those principles came from many earlier democratic traditions. America’s colonial experience altered some of these traditions, and the experiences of the young nation changed others.
Jefferson Era (1800 – 1812), War of 1812 & the Era of Good Feelings, Jacksonian Era (1825 – 1838), Manifest Destiny (1838 – 1850), Prelude to the Civil War (1850 – 1860), Civil War (1861 – 1865)

During the Era of the New Republic (1789 – 1865), the theories behind the Constitution of the United States were put into action. A new government based on a federal union began operation. The actions of the early Presidents and other government figures set precedents still in effect today. Taken together, these precedents make up a body of procedures that scholars call the “unwritten constitution.” Gradually, precedents added specific structure to the ideas that were only vaguely outlined or barely implied in the original Constitution of the United States.

From the beginnings under Washington to the crisis under Lincoln, the young nation tested the durability of its new constitutional structure. The experiences altered and strengthened the structure. At the close of this era, moderates failed to make compromise work. Extremists on both sides came to the forefront, until the Civil War between the states was inevitable.

Pre-Revolution (1760s – 1775):
	Facts

Enlightenment Ideals:

1. separation of powers

2. social contract theory

3. Capitalism

British Colonies:

New England Colonies – 

Massachusetts Bay Colony, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Middle Atlantic Colonies – 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey, New York, 

Southern Colonies:
Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina

British colonies operated under the economic system of mercantilism

Colonies were used to governing themselves because of separation by the Atlantic Ocean (salutary neglect)

The French & Indian War (1754- 1763) caused many economic problems for the British government. The colonies were required to pay for their defense

After the French & Indian War, British government took a series of actions to force the colonists to pay for their defense and contribute to the British treasury
	Impacts

New England Colonies:

1. rocky soil and short growing season forced colonists to manufacturing (fishing, shipbuilding)
2. irregular coastline containing abundant harbors for shipping

Middle Colonies:

1. fertile soil and longer growing seasons allowed for more agriculture

2. Goods harbors for shipping

Southern Colonies:

1. fertile soil and longer growing seasons allowed for dependence on agricultural cash crops (tobacco, cotton)
2. Dependence on slave labor

Set of acts by Parliament caused a deterioration in the  colonial American – British relationship (Intolerable Acts)

Colonial responses: 
1. Boycott of British goods

2. Boston Tea Party

3. Common Sense by Thomas Paine
4. 1st Continental Congress 

5. Sons of Liberty
	Vocabulary

1st Continental Congress

John Adams

Albany Plan of Union

Appalachian Mountains

Boston Massacre

Boston Tea Party

Boycott

Cash crop

Enlightenment

English Bill of Rights

French & Indian War

Benjamin Franklin

Intolerable Acts
King George III

John Locke

Navigation Acts

Proclamation of 1763

Quartering Act

Salutary Neglect

Sons of Liberty

Stamp Act

Sugar Act

Townshend Acts

Triangular Trade




Revolution (1776 – 1781):

	Facts

Fighting between the British and Americans began in April of 1775 (Lexington, Concord)

Battle of Bunker Hill (June, 1775) cost many British casualties

2nd Continental Congress (May 1775) met in Philadelphia to petition King George III, but began preparing for war
Declaration of Independence
 was issued in July of 1776 to outline the problems the colonists had with the British government

The British Army had the most advantages (troops, funds, supplies)

Not all colonists supported independence from the British. Roughly one-third opposed, one-third favored, one-third remained neutral

American cause for independence was supported by other European nations (France, Spain)

Peace of Paris (1783) granted independence to the American colonies
	Impacts

Facts about the Declaration of Independence:
1. Three Parts – proclamation of democratic ideals proposed by Enlightenment thinker John Locke, statement of grievances against the king of England, declaration of the break with Britain
2. Uses the ideas of natural rights, social contract to justify independence

3. Written by Thomas Jefferson

American disadvantages: 

1. outmanned, out gunned, stronger British navy

2. British had better commanding officers

3. Little support for the war

The Battle of Saratoga is considered a turning point because it was able to secure French help for the remainder of the war

Provisions of the Peace of Paris (1783):

1. Americans were given independence

2. Lands up to the Mississippi River were given to the Americans

3. Established the borders of the Great Lakes, Mississippi River, and the St. Lawrence River
	Vocabulary

2nd Continental Congress

Declaration of Independence
Guerilla
Thomas Jefferson

Loyalist

Patriot

Treaty of Paris 1783

George Washington




Confederation to Constitution (1781 – 1787):

	Facts

1781 to 1789 is also known as the Critical Period
1st plan of union for the 13 colonies was known as the Articles of Confederation
Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation:
1. no control of trade

2. Congress could not collect taxes

3. no executive branch of government

4. no judicial branch

5. no power to coin money

Passed the Northwest Ordinance of 1785

Shays’ Rebellion in 1786 proved that the Articles of Confederation was not a strong enough government
	Impacts

Problems of the Articles of Confederation were corrected in the drafting of the Constitution (1787)

The 13 Colonies, now states held most of the power in government

Northwest Ordinance of 1785 provided for the organization of  territories west of the Appalachian Mountains
Annapolis Convention of 1786 provided the frame work for the Constitutional Convention of 1787 in Philadelphia

Articles of Confederation was replaced by the Constitution of the United States in 1789
	Vocabulary

Anti-Federalists

Articles of Confederation

Bill of Rights (1791)

Constitutional Convention

Federalism

Federalists

Great Compromise

Land Ordinance of 1785

James Madison

Northwest Ordinance

Northwest Territory

Republic
Shays’ Rebellion

Three Fifths Compromise


Federalist Era (1787 – 1800):

	Facts

Constitution of the United States
 was adopted in 1789 by the Thirteen States

Addition of the Bill of Rights
 in 1791

Differences between the Federalists and Anti-Federalists
	Impacts

Federal powers were expanded under Washington, Adams, and Supreme court

Hamilton’s financial plan was adopted to get the U.S. out of recession and pay debt


	Vocabulary

Alien & Sedition Acts

Cabinet

Federal Judiciary Act

Alexander Hamilton

Neutrality
Tariff
Whiskey Rebellion


Jefferson Era (1800 – 1812):

	Facts

Worked as an Anti-Federalist as president

Louisiana Purchase (1803):

- bought land from the French for 15 million dollars

- Explorers Meriwether Lewis and William Clark led an expedition through the territory; mapping, observing and searching for an all water route to the Pacific Ocean
- Zebulon Pike explored the Rocky Mountain Region of the territory

- Changed strict constructionist view of government
Foreign Policy Problems:

- U.S. trade in the Caribbean and the Atlantic suffered as a result of British ships impressing sailors
	Impacts

Louisiana Purchase (1803):

1. Led to territorial expansion of the United States into lands west of the Mississippi River

2. Doubled the size of the United States

3. Expanded the economy of the Ohio River Valley and Mississippi River

4. Control of ports (New Orleans) on the Gulf Coast

5. French were removed from North America

Jefferson issued the Embargo of 1807 to cut off trade with Britain but was unpopular

President Monroe inherited many of the problems with Britain that led to the War of 1812
	Vocabulary

William Clark

Embargo Act of 1807

Impressment

Judiciary Act of 1801

Judicial Review

Meriwether Lewis

Zebulon Pike

Louisiana Purchase

Marbury v. Madison

John Marshall

War Hawk


War of 1812 & the Era of Good Feelings (1812 – 1825):

	Facts

War of 1812:
-caused by problems with Great Britain

1. 1st foreign war
2. U.S. was able to stand up to a stronger foreign power 

3. U.S. states were united
4. Andrew Jackson fought the Battle of New Orleans

5. Supremacy over the Great Lakes
	Impacts

Effects:

1. U.S. manufacturing increased

2. Native American resistance was reduced

3. American citizens held patriotic feeling toward their nation

-President Monroe issued the Monroe Doctrine
	Vocabulary

Compromise of 1820 (Missouri Compromise)

Erie Canal

Missouri Compromise

James Monroe

Monroe Doctrine

Sectionalism


Jacksonian Era (1825 – 1838):

	Facts

1st president not from Virginia or Massachusetts or of wealth
Also known as the “Age of the Common Man” or “Age of Jackson
Worked to end the Central Bank of the United States
Made use of the spoils system in government

Enforced Native American removal from the southeast even though disregarding the Supreme Court

Backed the Tariff of Abominations (1832) as president
	Impacts

Strong defender of federal supremacy 

Regarded as “King Andrew” because of strong role as president

Bank failure caused recession and inflation
Native Americans were forced along the Trail of Tears to lands west of the Mississippi River

Tariff of Abominations (1832) led to controversy between the states and the federal government
Expansion of voter rights to non-land owners
	Vocabulary

Doctrine of Nullification

Indian Removal Act

Andrew Jackson

Jacksonian Democracy

Secession

Spoils System

Tariff of Abominations

Trail of Tears

Martin Van Buren


Manifest Destiny (1838 – 1850):

	Facts

The belief that the United States should control the North American continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans

The gain of land through war or purchase from foreign nations

Territories Gained (1803 – 1853):
Louisiana Purchase, Florida Purchase, Texas Annexation, Mexican Cession, Oregon Territory, Gadsden Purchase
	Impacts

1. Movement of people to the west after the discovery of gold in California (1849)

2. Problems over the expansion of slavery into these new lands

3. Native Americans were pushed further onto reservations

4. Mexican War led to the acquisition of New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Kansas, Nebraska, California, and Arizona

5. Growth of the railroad and cattle industry in the west
	Vocabulary

California Gold Rush

Lone Star Republic

Manifest Destiny
Mexican Cession

James K. Polk

Zachary Taylor

Oregon Trail

Santa Fe Trail




Prelude to the Civil War (1850 – 1860):
	Facts

Contributing Factors to the Start of the Civil War:
1. Sectional differences between the North and South

2. Compromises of 1820 & 1850
3. Growth of slavery into the western territories

4. Kansas- Nebraska Act (1854)

5. Growing extreme abolitionist sentiment in the U.S.

6. Publishing of the novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe

7. Dred Scott Decision of the Supreme Court
8. The presidential election of 1860 (Lincoln won)
9. States rights issues caused by the expansion of slavery
10. Southern slave states were outnumbered in the Senate and the Congress after the 1860 election

Firing on Fort Sumter in Charleston South Carolina on April 12th, 1861 led to the outbreak of fighting between the North and the South
	Impacts

Northern economy and states had abolished slavery and denounced the Southern states for not ending slavery

The Dred Scott Decision allowed for the expansion of slavery north of the 36(30” line

Kansas- Nebraska Act (1854) caused violence over popular sovereignty

John Brown, “Bleeding Kansas” and the Attack on Harper’s Ferry

Uncle Tom’s Cabin caused a national uproar over the depiction of slavery and slave holders in the book

After loosing a balance in the U.S. Senate, Southerners felt alienated from government

After the election of 1860, South Carolina seceded from the Union and followed by Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas 
	Vocabulary

John Brown

Compromise of 1850

Dred Scott v. Sanford

Free Soil Party

Fugitive Slave Act

Harper’s Ferry

Kansas Nebraska Act

Abraham Lincoln

Popular Sovereignty

Republican Party

Wilmot Proviso

Uncle Tom’s Cabin




Civil War (1861 – 1865):

	Facts

Union States (The North):
New York, Illinois, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Ohio, Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, New Hampshire, California, Oregon, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Maine, Vermont, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Kansas and Delaware

Confederate States (The South):

South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas

Northern Advantages:
1. Manpower (more troops)

2. Diverse economy

3. More manufacturing

4. More railroads
5. More territory

Southern Advantages:

1. Fought a defensive war

2. Knowledge of the terrain

3. Better training

4. Better commanding officers

Leaders:

Union – Abraham Lincoln

Confederacy – Jefferson Davis

The end of the Civil War was at the Appomattox Courthouse 50 miles west of Richmond, Virginia
	Impacts

Effects on the North:

1. Expansion of manufacturing

2. Anti-Unionists were arrested and jailed without just cause
3. Use of concentration camps for Confederate prisoners of war
4. government censorship of some newspapers during wartime

5. Strengthened the U.S. military

Effects on the South:

1. Southern economy was destroyed

2. Southern plantations were burned and confiscated

3. Distrust of Northerners for years after the war

4. Political development of the “Solid Democratic South”

5. Southern cities were destroyed and/or burned

Overall:

1. Most American lives lost in any war
2. Most costly American war

3. Virginia was separated into Virginia and West Virginia

4. 1st war recorded by the photograph

5. More soldiers died from disease than on the battle field
	Vocabulary

Appomattox Courthouse

Battle of Gettysburg

Blockade

Conscription

Jefferson Davis

Emancipation Proclamation

Ulysses S. Grant

Robert E. Lee

William T. Sherman

Fort Sumter


New York Sate Regents Review questions:

Answer the following review questions using the review guide and your vocabulary from the vocabulary list. 

1. John Locke’s theory of natural rights, as reflected in the Declaration of Independence, states that

(1) government is the source of all individual rights

(2) power should be concentrated in the monarchy

(3) power to govern belongs to the people

(4) individual liberties are best protected by a strong government

2. The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 set a precedent for other western territories by

(1) allowing slavery



(2) including voting rights for women

(3) providing for the creation of new states
(4) setting aside land for churches

3. The government created by the Articles of Confederation was unsuccessful at solving many major problems because

(1) unlimited power was given to the Supreme Court

(2) most power remained with the state governments

(3) members of Congress were elected according to each state’s population

(4) political parties prevented the passage of legislation

4. The first amendment guarantee of freedom of speech was added to the United States

Constitution primarily because its supporters believed it was essential to

(1) discourage criticism of government policies
(2) ensure democracy

(3) limit political debate in Congress


(4) encourage candidates for office

5. Judicial review, as practiced by the federal courts, resulted directly from

(1) the decisions of colonial governors
(2) the Articles of Confederation

(3) the Bill of Right



(4) a Supreme Court decision

6. A major foreign policy success of President Thomas Jefferson’s administration was the

(1) purchase of the Louisiana Territory
(2) support for the Alien and Sedition Acts

(3) victory in the war of 1812


(4) passage of the Embargo Act

7. Federalism is a term used to define the division of power between the

(1) president and the vice president

(2) Senate and the House of Representatives

(3) national and state levels of government
(4) three branches of the federal government

8. The major purpose of the Monroe Doctrine (1823) was to

(1) create a military alliance for the defense of North America

(2) guarantee democratic governments in Latin America

(3) secure new colonies in the Caribbean

(4) limit European influence in the Western Hemisphere

9. In the Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, popular sovereignty was proposed as a way to

(1) allow northern states the power to ban slavery

(2) deny southern states the legal right to own slaves

(3) allow settlers in new territories to vote on the issue of slavery

(4) overturn previous Supreme Court decisions on slavery

10. The Mayflower Compact and the Virginia House of Burgesses are examples of

(1) equal opportunities for women during the colonial period

(2) steps toward representative government

(3) economic agreements between the colonists and Native American Indians

(4) limitations placed on colonial Americans by the British government

11. One similarity between the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights is that both documents

(1) provide for a government with three separate branches

(2) discuss colonial grievances against the monarchy

(3) stress the importance of individual liberty

(4) criticize the practice of slavery

12. Acquiring New Orleans as part of the Louisiana Purchase was considered important to the development of the Mississippi and Ohio River valleys because the city

(1) provided protection from attacks by the Spanish

(2) provided migrant workers for river valley farms

(3) served as a port for American agricultural goods

(4) served as the cultural center for the nation

13. Which statement is an example of the system of federalism?

(1) Cabinet members are appointed by the president.

(2) Revenue bills must begin in the House of Representatives.

(3) The national government coins money, but states cannot.

(4) The president can negotiate treaties, but the Senate has the power to ratify them.
Base your answer to question 14 on the diagram below

[image: image1.emf]
14. The system shown in the diagram was developed under the Articles of Confederation in order to

(1) divide lands seized from the Loyalists

(2) provide an orderly system of development for the Northwest Territory

(3) remove Native American Indians to areas west of the Appalachian Mountains

(4) extend slavery as the nation grew

French Enlightenment philosopher Baron De Montesquieu praised the British political system because it divided the power of government between the monarch and the two houses of Parliament.

15. Which principle included in the United States Constitution shows that the framers agreed with Montesquieu?

(1) separation of powers
(2) federal supremacy

(3) implied powers

(4) due process
16. The first amendment of the Constitution deals primarily with

(1) states’ rights

(2) property rights

(3) rights of the accused
(4) rights of self-expression

17. One major reason that Alexander Hamilton proposed a national bank was to

(1) improve the economic position of the United States government

(2) help state governments collect taxes

(3) make loans available to owners of small farms

(4) reduce foreign investment in the United States

18. During the presidency of Andrew Jackson, the spoils system resulted in

(1) federal laws being nullified by the states

(2) elected officials rewarding their supporters with government jobs

(3) all free males being given the right to vote

(4) the end of political corruption in the federal government

19. The North’s rapid economic growth during the Civil War was stimulated by

(1) the elimination of taxes on defense industries

(2) a reduction in the number of immigrants

(3) increased government demand for many products

(4) enslaved persons filling industrial jobs

20. The foreign policies of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Monroe were similar in that they each

(1) supported wars against England

(2) failed to acquire new territory

(3) attempted to avoid involvement in European affairs

(4) aided the French in return for their help during the Revolutionary War
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