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Unit II: Industrialization of the United States

Reconstruction (1865 – 1877)
13th Amendment: an amendment to the U.S. Constitution, adopted in 1865, banning slavery and involuntary servitude in the United States
14th Amendment: an amendment to the U.S. Constitution, passed in 1868, that made all persons born or naturalized in the United States – including former slaves – citizens of the country
15th Amendment: an amendment to the U.S. Constitution, passed in 1870, declaring that citizens could not be denied the right to vote according to race, color, or previous condition of servitude
Reconstruction: the process the U.S. government used to readmit the Confederate states to the Union after the Civil War
The Radical Reconstruction Plan and the Problems of Reconstruction
Black Codes: laws passed by Southern states that limited the freedom of former slaves
Freedman’s Bureau: a federal agency set up to help former slaves after the Civil War
Ku Klux Klan: a group formed in 1868 that wanted to restore Democratic control of the South and to keep former slaves powerless; the group called for a “racially and morally pure” America
Radical Republicans: congressmen who, after the Civil War, favored using the government to create a new order in the South and to give African- Americans full citizenship and the right to vote
Segregation: separation, especially of races
Sharecropping: a system in which landowners gave farm workers land, seed, and tools in return for part of the crops they raised
Closing the Western Frontier
Boom Town: a town that has a sudden burst of economic or population growth
Dawes Act: a law, enacted in 1887, that distributed reservation land to individual owners
Frontier: unsettled or sparsely populated area occupied largely by Native Americans
Great Plains: the area from the Missouri River to the Rocky Mountains
Homestead: land to settle on and farm
Homestead Act: passed in 1862, this law offered 160 acres of land free to anyone who agreed to live on and improve the land for five years
Populist Party: also known as the People’s Party and formed in the 1890s, this group wanted a policy that would raise crop prices
Reservation: land set aside by the U.S. Government for Native American tribes
Industrialism and American Labor (1877 – 1890)
American Federation of Labor (AFL): a national organization of labor unions founded in 1886
Bessemer steel making process: a new way of making steel that was developed in the 1850s and caused steel making to soar
Business Cycle: the pattern of good times and bad times in the economy
Corporation: a business owned by investors who buy part of the company through shares of stock
Gilded Age: an era during the late 1800s of fabulous wealth
Samuel Gompers: leader for unionization of labor during the late 1800s
Knights of Labor: an organization of workers from all different trades formed after the Civil War
Monopoly: a company that eliminates its competitors and controls an industry
Philanthropist: a person who gives large sums of money to charities
Pullman Strike: a nationwide railway strike that spread throughout the rail industry in 1894
Robber Baron: a business leader who became wealthy through dishonest business methods
Sherman Anti-trust Act: a law passed in 1890 that made it illegal for a corporation to gain control of industries by forming trusts 
Sweatshop: a place where workers labored long hours under poor working conditions for low wages
Transcontinental Railroad: a railroad that spanned the entire continent
Trust: legal body created to hold stock in many companies, often in the same industry
Urbanization: growth of cities as a result of industrialization
Limits on Immigration
Assimilation: the process of blending into society
Melting Pot: place where cultures blend
Imperialism (1890 – 1899)
Anti- Imperialist League: a group of well known Americans that believed the United States should not deny the right of other people to govern themselves
Boxer Rebellion: in 1900, Chinese resentment toward foreigner’s attitude of cultural superiority resulted in this violent uprising
Imperialism: the complete control of a weaker nation’s social, economic, and political life by a stronger nation
Open Door Policy: a policy of the United States that stated China should be open to all nations that which to trade with them. This policy did not include the consent of the Chinese, and was another form of imperialism
Panama Canal: a shortcut through Panama that connects the Atlantic and the Pacific oceans
Platt Amendment: a result of the Spanish-American War, which gave the United States the right to intervene in Cuban affairs when there was a threat to “life, liberty, ad individual liberty”
Roosevelt Corollary: a 1904 addition to the Monroe Doctrine allowing the United States to be the “policeman” in Latin America
Spanish- American War: a war in 1898 that began when the United States demanded Cuba’s independence from Spain
Sphere of Influence: an area where foreign nations claim special rights and economic privileges
Yellow Journalism: a style of journalism that exaggerates and sensationalizes the news
