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Unit V: New Deal, World War II & the Cold War (1933 – 1957):

Historical Context

The worldwide actions and inactions of governments, business leaders, and private individuals contributed to the massive economic collapse that happened in the 1930s. The Great Depression did not just upset personal lives and national economies. A very delicate structure of peace, under terms of the Treaty of Versailles, was also destroyed by the collapse. The chaos of the years during the Great Depression became fertile ground for extremists and radical movements.
New Deal & Recovery (1933 – 1939)
As Americans voted Hoover out of office, Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s “New Deal” set the Nation on a course toward economic reform. The “New Deal” included three goals important to the rebirth of the U.S. economy; Relief, Recovery and Reform. The “New Deal” sought to halt the decline of the economy, restart the economy through new consumer demand, and write new legislative programs and laws to prevent another depression in the future.
World War II (1939 – 1945)
At the close of the years of the “New Deal”, the world was moving forward to another world war. Axis power aggression (Germany in Europe, Italy in Africa, and Japan in the Pacific and mainland China) was not checked by the League of Nations or halted by other international leaders. The Munich Conference saw British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain give in to Hitler’s demands for the Sudetenland. At first, the U.S. wanted to remain neutral preferring to be the “arsenal of democracy” through the Lend-Lease Act. The ability to stay neutral ended on December 7th, 1941 when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in the Hawaiian Islands. The U.S. then joined the Allied side to fight the Axis powers. 
Cold War (1945 – 1975)

The aftermath of World War II recognized the U.S. and the Soviet Union as the two predominant world superpowers. This led to an intense competition, political and ideological struggles that lasted throughout the last half of the 20th century. Both the “space race” and the “arms race” helped to characterize this competition. Even though there was no direct confrontation between the two superpowers, the Korean War and the Viet Nam war were seen as the indirect struggles of Western Democracies versus Eastern Communists.
New Deal & Recovery (1933 – 1939):

	Facts

New Deal Philosophy of “priming the pump” – government takes actions to restore economic activity and keep economy growing
Goals of the New Deal:

1. Relief- immediate action to halt the decline of the economy

2. Recovery- Temporary programs to restart the flow of consumer demand

3. Reform- permanent programs to prevent economic disaster
The Supreme Court questioned the Constitutionality of the New Deal and its programs (court packing by Roosevelt)
Others argued that government was not doing enough economic reform

The U.S. government took more powers in engineering the national economy and many new agencies resulted

Many farmers suffered during the Dust Bowl in the Midwest because of over farming and drought

Americans went to theaters to escape the Depression

	Impacts

Supporters of the New Deal:

1. preserved the free enterprise system by remodeling its weakest parts
2. forged a new connection between the individual and government

3. established the role of government as stimulator of the economy

Expansion and creation of many governmental social welfare programs
“Fireside Chats” allowed Roosevelt to communicate to the American public

Economic programs of the New Deal:
1. Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) prevented banks from closing
2. Public works projects such as the Hoover Dam, Tennessee Valley Authority, and others allowed for Americans to get back to work
3. Federal Housing Authority allowed for more lending towards homes and construction

4. Stock market reform

5. Social Security
	Vocabulary




World War II (1939 – 1945):

	Facts

Causes:
1. Weak democracies failed to halt aggression of Axis powers

2. Bad terms of the Versailles Treaty left Germany with blame and war reparations from WWI

3. Weakness of the League of Nations to halt Axis powers

4. Remilitarization of Germany, France, Russia

5. Growth of Japanese power in the Pacific

Leaders:

Allied Powers:

Roosevelt – U.S.

Churchill – Great Britain

Stalin – Soviet Union

De Gaulle – France

Axis Powers:

Hitler – Nazi Germany

Mussolini – Italy

Hirohito – Japan

Events:

1939: Germany invaded Poland; Britain and France declare war on Germany

1941: Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor started U.S. involvement; Germany invaded Soviet Union

1944: “D-Day”, Allied invasion of the beaches of Normandy

1945: “V-E Day”, bombing of Hiroshima & Nagasaki “V-J Day”
	Impacts

Effects:

1. United States and the Soviet Union became the two leading superpowers

2. Economies of many nations were ruined (most costly war ever)

3. Millions died or became displaced

4. Atomic age started after bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

U.S. maintained neutrality until 1941

Lend-Lease Act to supplied Allied powers with war materials

Many Japanese Americans were forced into concentration camps after Pearl Harbor
War effort led many to ration food, clothing and other war materials

Yalta and Potsdam set foundations for post-war world

Creation of the United Nations as an international peace keeping body

Holocaust lasted from 1939 to 1945; resulted in the death of over 6 million Jews
American POWs were killed in internment camps
	Vocabulary




Cold War (1945 – 1975):

	Facts

Foundations:

1. Ideological differences between capitalism and communism

2. Competition for resources in the postwar world between the U.S. and the Soviet Union.

3. Differences between Allied Powers at the Yalta Conference (1945)

4. Rival military alliances (NATO, Warsaw Pact)
Events:

Berlin Airlift (1948)

Korean War (1950)

Sputnik (1957)

U2 Spy plane (1957) 

Cuban missile crisis (1962)
Vietnam War (1964- 75)

Afghanistan (1970s)

U.S. committed to the enforcement of the Truman Doctrine to spread democracy and limit the spread of Communism throughout the world

McCarthyism of the 50s:

Senator Joseph McCarthy led accusations against Americans labeling them as being communist or communist sympathizers

House Committee to Investigate Un-American Activities (HUAC) led to “black balling” of Americans as communists
	Impacts

Divided Germany after World War II

U.S. foreign policies of the Marshall Plan, containment, and the Truman Doctrine

Indirect wars of the Korean War and the Viet Nam War
Problems with Cuba:

1. Fidel Castro gained power in 1958

2. Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba

3. Cuban Missile Crisis almost led to nuclear war with Russia
Space Race (1950s & 60s) competition with the U.S.S.R. after launching of Sputnik. Called for reform in American education in math and science
Emergence of Command system in the USSR and market system in Western democratic nations
Development of the Peace Corps to give aid to developing countries

Arms Race – continual build up of nuclear weapons between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. Threat of nuclear war and nuclear rivalry between the U.S. and the Soviet Union
	Vocabulary

38th Parallel

Berlin Airlift

Berlin Wall

Command system

Containment

Detente

Domino theory

Market system

Marshall Plan

McCarthyism

NATO

Space Race

Sputnik

Truman Doctrine

Warsaw Pact


New York Sate Regents Review questions:

Answer the following review questions using the review guide and your vocabulary from the vocabulary list. 

1. During President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) were created as a way to

(1) provide jobs to those who were unemployed

(2) raise revenue for relief and recovery programs

(3) limit risks associated with savings and investments

(4) implement the new income tax amendment

2. A main purpose of government-ordered rationing during World War II was to

(1) increase foreign trade

(2) limit the growth of industry

(3) conserve raw materials for the war effort

(4) encourage women to enter the workforce

3. “. . . The Director of the War Relocation Authority is authorized and directed to formulate and effectuate [implement] a program for the removal, from the areas designated from time to time by the Secretary of War or appropriate military commander under the authority of Executive Order No. 9066 of February 19, 1942, of the persons or classes of persons designated under such Executive Order, and for their relocation, maintenance, and supervision. . . .”

— Executive Order 9102, March 18, 1942

Shortly after this executive order was signed, federal government authorities began to

(1) move Japanese Americans to internment camps

(2) deport German and Italian aliens

(3) detain and interrogate Chinese immigrants

(4) arrest the individuals who planned the attack on Pearl Harbor

4. Which statement about Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal program is most accurate?

(1) Protective tariff rates increased.

(2) Social welfare programs were expanded.

(3) Government regulation of business was reduced.

(4) Government support of environmental conservation ended.

Base your answer to question 5 on the quotation below.

“. . . The people of Europe who are defending themselves do not ask us to do their fighting. They ask us for the implements of war, the planes, the tanks, the guns, the freighters which will enable them to fight for their liberty and for our security. Emphatically we must get these weapons to them, get them to them in sufficient volume and quickly enough, so that we and our children will be saved the agony and suffering of war which others have had to endure. . . .” — President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “Fireside Chat,” December 29, 1940
5. In this statement, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was asking the nation to

(1) support a declaration of war against Nazi Germany

(2) adopt a policy of containment

(3) join the League of Nations

(4) become the “arsenal of democracy”

Base your answer to question 6 on the cartoon below

7. During the early 1950s, the tactics of Senator Joseph McCarthy were criticized because he

(1) violated important constitutional liberties
(2) displayed racial prejudice in his questions

(3) opposed the use of loyalty oaths

(4) ignored evidence of Soviet spying

8. Which idea led to the creation of the Interstate Commerce Commission, the Federal Trade Commission, and the Food and Drug Administration?

(1) Business activity must sometimes be regulated in the public interest.

(2) Workers should be allowed to bargain with owners for working conditions.

(3) Domestic industry should be protected from foreign competition.

(4) The economy works best without government regulation.

9. When the Federal Reserve Board lowers interest rates, it is most likely attempting to

(1) stimulate consumer spending
(2) lower prices

(3) encourage saving


(4) reduce investment

10. The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), established during the New Deal, were important because they

(1) increased the supply of money in the economy

(2) guaranteed loans to failing businesses and banks

(3) attempted to restore public confidence in financial institutions

(4) provided grants to unemployed workers

11. At the beginning of World War II, national debate focused on whether the United States should continue the policy of

(1) coexistence

(3) imperialism

(2) containment 
(4) isolationism

12. Before entering World War II, the United States acted as the “arsenal of democracy” by

(1) creating a weapons stockpile for use after the war

(2) financing overseas radio broadcasts in support of democracy

(3) providing workers for overseas factories

(4) supplying war materials to the Allies

13. “The Parties to this Treaty reaffirm their faith in the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and their desire to live in peace with all peoples and all governments. “They are determined to safeguard the freedom, common heritage and civilization of their peoples, founded on the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law. . . .” — Preamble to the North Atlantic Treaty, 1949
This statement shows the commitment of the United States to the principle of

(1) colonialism (3) militarism

(2) neutrality 
(4) collective security

14. One reason the Nuremberg trials following World War II were held was to

(1) bring Hitler, Mussolini, and Tojo to justice

(2) force Japan to pay for the attack on Pearl Harbor

(3) make German leaders accountable for the Holocaust

(4) punish the German government for bombing England

15. Which factor contributed to the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II?

(1) labor shortage during the war

(2) influence of racial prejudice

(3) increase of terrorist activities on the West Coast

(4) fear of loss of jobs to Japanese workers

Base your answers to questions 16 and 17 on the cartoon below
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	16. What is the main idea of this cartoon?

(1) The legislative branch disagreed with the executive branch during the presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt.

(2) President Franklin D. Roosevelt wanted the Supreme Court to support his programs.

(3) Justices of the Supreme Court were not asked for their opinion about New Deal programs.

(4) The three branches of government agreed on the correct response to the Great Depression.
	17. President Roosevelt responded to the situation illustrated in the cartoon by

(1) calling for repeal of many New Deal programs

(2) demanding popular election of members of the judicial branch

(3) asking voters to elect more Democrats to

Congress

(4) proposing to increase the number of justices on the Supreme Court




18. A controversial issue that resulted from World War II was the

(1) future role of the League of Nations

(2) morality of nuclear warfare

(3) commitment of troops without congressional approval

(4) civilian control of the military

19. McCarthyism in the early 1950s resulted from

(1) new commitments to civil rights for African Americans

(2) opposition to the Marshall Plan

(3) charges that Communists had infiltrated the United States government

(4) increased public support for labor unions

20. What was a major outcome of the Korean War (1950–1953)?

(1) Korea continued to be a divided nation.

(2) North Korea became an ally of the United States.

(3) South Korea became a communist nation.

(4) Control of Korea was turned over to the United Nations.
