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Unit VI: 1950 to the Present

The 1950s: Prosperity and Problems:

Baby Boom: the term for the generation born between 1946 and 1961, when the U.S. birthrate sharply increased following World War II.
H-Bomb: a hydrogen bomb.
Joseph McCarthy: U.S. senator from Wisconsin who accused various people in the U.S. federal government of being spies or associated with communists.
Suburb: a residential area that surrounds a city.
Sunbelt: the warmer states of the South and Southwest of the United States.
Civil Right Era (1957 – 1968):
Brown vs. Board of Ed. of Topeka: a 1954 case in which the Supreme Court ruled that “separate but equal” education for black and white students was unconstitutional.
Boycott: a refusal to buy certain goods.
Civil Rights Act of 1964: this act banned segregation in public places and created the Equal Opportunity Employment Commission.
Freedom Ride: a protest against segregation on interstate busing in the South.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: a civil rights leader during the Civil Rights Era that used nonviolent protest to stage rallies and protests to end discrimination in the South and throughout the United States.
Thurgood Marshall: Chief Justice of the Supreme Court who presided over the Brown vs. Board of Ed. of Topeka Supreme Court decision that found segregation in schools being unconstitutional.
SCLC: the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, a group that coordinated civil rights protests across the South.
Sit-in: a form of protest used in the Civil Rights Era used to force an end to segregation.
SNCC: formed in 1960, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee was created to give young people a larger role in the civil rights movement.
Voting Rights Act: this law banned literacy tests and other laws that kept African Americans from registering to vote.
The 1960s: A Decade of Change:

ERA: the Equal Rights Amendment, a proposed amendment that would give equality of rights regardless of sex; the amendment died in 1982.
Escobedo vs. Illinois: 1964 Supreme Court decision that reaffirmed a defendant’s right to not be interrogated without the presence of their legal defense present.
Gideon vs. Wainwright: 1963 Supreme Court decision that ruled a defendant must be provided counsel during a trial.
Great Society: a program started by President Lyndon Johnson that provided help to the poor, the elderly, and women, and also promoted education and outlawed discrimination.
Miranda vs. Arizona: 1966 Supreme Court ruling that stated a person has to be read their rights at the time of their arrest, mostly that one does not have to testify against oneself, has a right to an attorney and one will be provided by law if needed.
NOW: founded in 1966, the National Organization of Women pushed to get women good jobs at equal pay.
Viet Nam Era (1968 – 1974):

Domino Theory: a theory stating that if a country fell to communism, nearby countries would also fall to communism.
Escalation: the policy of increasing military involvement, as in Vietnam.
Guerilla Warfare: surprise attacks by small bands of fighters.
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: congressional resolution that gave the president power to use military force in Vietnam.
Ho Chi Minh: (1890-1969) Vietnamese leader who is responsible for ousting first the French, then the United States from his country. Supported by both communist China and the Soviet Union, he guided Vietnam through many decades of long warfare to emerge as a communist nation.
Ho Chi Minh Trail: a network of paths that the Vietcong used to move troops and supplies during the Vietnam War.
Tet Offensive: a surprise attack by the Viet Cong on U.S. military bases and more than 100 cities and towns in South Vietnam during Tet, the Vietnamese celebration of the lunar year.
Twenty-sixth Amendment: an amendment to the U.S. Constitution, adopted in 1971 and lowering the voting age from 21 to 18.
Vietnamization: a strategy of gradually withdrawing U.S. forces and turning the ground fighting over to South Vietnamese during the Vietnam War.
War Powers Act: passed in 1973, this limits the president’s war-making powers without consulting Congress.
The Trend toward Conservatism (1972 – 1985):

Camp David Accords: in 1979, under these agreements, Egypt and Israel signed a peace treaty that ended 30 years of conflict.
Iran Hostage Crisis: on November 4, 1979, a group of Iranians overran the American embassy in Iran’s capitol of Tehran and took 52 Americans hostage.
Roe v. Wade: a 1973 Supreme Court decision that allowed for the legalization of abortion throughout the United States based on the facts that a woman has the right to her own medical privacy and her own body and that a fetus is not a legal human being, therefore has no rights.

SALT: the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty, a treaty signed in 1972 between the U.S. and the Soviet Union; it limited nuclear weapons.
Watergate Scandal: a scandal resulting from the Nixon Administration’s attempt to cover up its involvement in the 1972 break-in at the Democratic headquarters in the Watergate apartment complex in Washington, D.C.
Modern U.S. (1986 – Present):

Iran –Contra Affair: in 1986, the U.S. government sold weapons to Iran for help in freeing American hostages in the Middle East, and the money from the sale went to the Contra rebels in El Salvador.
NAFTA: passed in 1993, the North American Free Trade Agreement created a free block among the United States, Mexico, and Canada. 
Persian Gulf War: in 1990-91, the United States and the UN drove Iraq out of Kuwait, a country the Iraqi’s had invaded in 1990.
Supply-side Economics: the idea that lowering taxes will lead to increases in jobs, savings, investments, and so lead to increase in government revenue.
