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Unit VI: 1950 to the Present

Historical Context
The United States experienced an economic boom period in the years that followed World War II. The United States gained true world power status, American culture took a conservative turn, and television broadened the appeal of mass culture. Despite the affluence of American society in the post-war era, there were problems that existed both home and abroad. The fear of communism left Americans paranoid about government, “white flight” to the suburbs led to decay of many urban areas of the ‘50s, and the launching of the Soviet satellite Sputnik led to calls for reforms in American education.

World War II proved to be the turning point that African-Americans needed in their fight for equality. American government during the war was desegregated by FDR and continued by Truman and many African-Americans had taken the jobs of whites that left to fight in the war. The Supreme Court decision in Brown vs. Board of Ed. of Topeka mandated that “separate is inherently unequal”, thus ending segregation in all public schools, facilities and businesses. Civil rights activists like Martin Luther King, Jr. continued the fight across America with the use of nonviolent protest. Further legislation by Kennedy’s administration allowed for the end of voter laws and unequal hiring laws in the U.S.

The decade of the ‘60s brought even more change to American society. Kennedy’s and Johnson’s administrations expanded the roles of government. Kennedy’s New Frontier Program, among other changes, expanded social security benefits, unemployment benefits, and funds were appropriated for housing and public works. Johnson’s Great Society Program called for a “war on poverty” and introduced Medicare and Medicaid.

American involvement in Vietnam had reached back to the 1950s under Eisenhower’s presidency. But, it was not until Johnson’s presidency that Vietnam became a polarizing issue in American politics at home and abroad. Protests against the war and the draft caused many young Americans to reject mainstream society and turn to the “hippie” or counter-culture. The Vietnam War left an incredible legacy on American history, culture and future foreign policy.

After the social upheaval of the Civil Rights Era, Vietnam War, and the ‘60s, American politics and society drifted back toward conservatism during the ‘70s up until present day. The Nixon Watergate Scandal left America even more distrustful of its leaders in government. Ford and Carter’s presidencies were hampered by domestic and foreign problems. President Reagan and his conservative approach to government allowed for strong economic growth in the ‘80s and renewed the Cold War by increased military spending. Bush’s presidency witnessed the fall of the Soviet system and the end of the Cold War. But despite success in the 1st Iraq War, his term as president ended due to a weak economy in the early ‘90s. President Clinton led the U.S. economy to a rebound, but the Monica Lewinski Scandal and impeachment proceedings left his time in office tarnished.
The 1950s: Prosperity and Problems:

	Facts

America experienced an economic boom period in the 1950s

Causes: 

1. American industry was untouched by World War II

2. U.S. gained superpower status as world leader
3. The “Baby Boom” of the 50s and the G.I. Bill created a demand for housing and new products

Political Problems:

Many of Truman’s Fair Deal programs were blocked by Congress

African American servicemen returned home to little change in civil rights and equality

The Korean War tested Truman’s foreign policy of containment in Asia

President Eisenhower increased Cold War tensions with the foreign policy of brinkmanship

Political paranoia caused by Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s hunt for communists
Culture of the 50s:
1. Rock & Roll

2. “Golden Age of Television”

3. Walt Disney & Mickey Mouse Club
	Impacts

American culture turned conservative, “the Return to Normalcy”, after the

World War I, Great Depression, World War II Cycle.

American Prosperity:

1. Returning war veterans relocated to cheap housing in suburban areas of the U.S. after WWII.

2. Many women stayed in the work force after WWII.

3. U.S. economic peak (not seen again until the 90s).
Growth of the American suburbs and the thru-way.

“White Flight” from cities
House of Un-American Activities investigated many Americans suspected of being Communists or supporting Communism.

Korea was divided into North Korea & South Korea at the 38th parallel as a result of the Korean War*
Explosion of the 1st hydrogen bomb & continued build up of the military

The launch of Sputnik led to reforms in American education & focused on math & science.
	Vocabulary
Baby Boom

H-Bomb
Joseph McCarthy

Suburb

Sunbelt


Civil Right Era (1957 – 1968):
	Facts

African Americans & other minorities demanded segregation laws to end in the South
African Americans wanted an end to Jim Crow Laws
Protesters used boycott, sit-ins and demonstrations to achieve their goals

Civil Rights Leaders:

Rosa Parks

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Malcolm X

Civil Rights Groups:

SCLC – Southern Christian Leadership Committee

SNCC – Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee

CORE – Congress of Racial Equality
	Impacts

Brown Vs. Board of Ed. of Topeka forced integration of public schools with backing from Eisenhower and federal troops
Civil rights boycotts, sit-ins, and protests in Alabama

Civil Rights Act of 1964:
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission ended discrimination in hiring practices

Voting Rights Act: Banned voter laws that disallowed African Americans

Expansion of Civil Rights Groups:

- Native Americans

- Women’s Movement

- Hispanic Americans
	Vocabulary

Brown Vs. Board of Ed. of Topeka
Boycott

Civil Rights Act of 1964

Freedom Ride
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Thurgood Marshall
SCLC
Sit-in
SNCC

Voting Rights Act


The 1960s: A Decade of Change:

	Facts
Kennedy Presidency:

1. Expansion of social programs & civil rights

2. Foreign policy problems in Cuba (Bay of Pigs, Missile Crisis)

Johnson Presidency:

1. Vietnam War (see next)
2. Great Society Programs: “war on poverty”, Medicare, Medicaid, aid to education

3. Did not seek reelection
	Impacts
New Frontier Program

Formation of the Peace Corps. To help developing nations

Space Race: Man to the Moon

Growth of government under the Great Society

Environmental protection under Johnson
	Vocabulary
ERA

Escobedo vs. Illinois

Gideon vs. Wainwright
Great Society
Miranda vs. Arizona

NOW


Viet Nam Era (1968 – 1974):

	Facts
1. American involvement began during the French-Indochina War
2. Further aid to the Vietnamese government under Kennedy

3. Domino Theory forced U.S. into a prominent role

Escalation Under Johnson:

1. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

2. Full time draft

3. Tet Offensive (Jan. 1968) 

Vietnam Under Nixon:

1. Vietnamization

2. Expansion of the war into Cambodia, Laos

3. Fall of Saigon and South Vietnam
4. Cease-fire (3-30-72)
	Impacts
Opposition at Home:

1. Strong protests at home against the war and the draft

2. Distrust of government

3. Rise of Counter-culture

4. Disrespect to servicemen

Effects of the Vietnam War:

1. 58,156 Americans died

2. 300,000 wounded

3. Cost $150 billion

4. Foreign policy became more cautious about entering into foreign wars
New Legislation:

26th Amendment – lowered the voting age to 18
War Powers Act – limits on the president’s war-making abilities and use of troops
	Vocabulary
Domino Theory

Escalation

Guerilla Warfare

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
Ho Chi Minh
Ho Chi Minh Trail

Tet Offensive

Twenty-sixth Amendment

Vietnamization

War Powers Act


The Trend toward Conservatism (1972 – 1985):

	Facts

- Nixon’s committeemen in the ’72 election broke into the Democratic headquarters (Watergate Hotel) and installed cameras, wiretaps.

- SALT Treaties I, II
Ford, Carter Presidencies: 

- pardon for Nixon under Ford

- problems in the economy
- Iran hostage crisis

- 1977 oil shortage
- Camp David Accords brought some stability to the Middle East
	Impacts
Watergate Scandal shook American trust in government
SALT Treaties limited the production of nuclear weapons
Nixon’s pardon led too negative views of Ford’s presidency

Carter’s presidency was tarnished by environmental disasters, weak economy, and poor foreign policy results
	Vocabulary

Camp David Accords

Iran Hostage Crisis

Roe v. Wade (1973)
SALT

Watergate Scandal


Modern U.S. (1986 – Present):

	Facts

Reagan Presidency ‘80-‘88:

1. Lower taxes, supply-side economics

2. Deregulation of business 
3. Fewer programs

4. Conservative Supreme Court appointments

George Bush ’88-’92:

End of the Cold War:
Events
1. Fall of the Berlin Wall (1989)
2. Collapse of the Soviet Union (1991)
3. Formation of Soviet republics into the Confederation of Independent States
1st Gulf War (1990):
- Iraqi invasion of Kuwait over oil drilling rights

- U.S. led U.N. forces defeated Hussein’s forces 
- High approval rating for Bush

Clinton Presidency ’92-‘00:

Poor U.S. economy led to his election

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)

Monica Lewinski Scandal

Foreign policy Problems in Kosovo and Somalia

Budget problems with Congress
	Impacts
Business boomed during Reagan’s presidency

Because of tax cuts, more deficit spending led to a higher national debt

Renewed stance against communism and increased military spending

Fall of U.S.S.R. left the U.S. as the only world superpower
Reunification of East & West Germany

Gulf War led to an increased U.S. presence in the Persian Gulf  region of the Middle East

Sanctions on the Hussein led Iraq

Budget cuts to welfare under Clinton

 Strong economic policies led to a booming economy in late 90s
perjury allegations led to impeachment hearings over Clinton’s relationship with Lewinski

Republican Congress blocked many reforms Clinton pushed
	Vocabulary
Iran –Contra Affair

NAFTA

Persian Gulf War
Supply-side Economics


New York Sate Regents Review questions:

Answer the following review questions using the review guide and your vocabulary from the vocabulary list. 

1. What was a central issue in the Supreme Court cases of Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) and Miranda v. Arizona (1966)?

(1) freedom of religion

(2) voting rights

(3) rights of the accused
(4) property rights
2. The economic policies of President Ronald Reagan (1981–1989) and President George W. Bush (2001–present) are similar in that both

(1) balanced the federal budget


(2) expanded welfare programs to end poverty

(3) used tax cuts to encourage economic growth

(4) decreased military spending
3. Since the 1990s, the primary issue concerning the health care system in the United States has been the

(1) increasing cost of medical care

(2) shortage of prescription drugs

(3) safety of medical procedures

(4) reorganization of hospitals
4. The Camp David Accords and the Persian Gulf War both show the desire of the United States to

(1) create stability in the Middle East

(2) expand trade with Asian nations

(3) maintain friendly relations in Europe

(4) provide economic stability in Latin America
5. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was intended to end

(1) loyalty oaths for federal employees
(2) affirmative action programs in education

(3) unfair treatment of the elderly
(4) discrimination based on race or sex
6. One goal of President Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society was to

(1) improve the quality of life for the poor
(2) privatize many government programs

(3) send additional troops to Vietnam

(4) reduce the number of nuclear weapons
7. 

• Announcement of Eisenhower Doctrine (1957)

• Operation Desert Storm (1991)

• Operation Iraqi Freedom (2003 – present)

These events involve attempts by the United States to

(1) protect human rights in Europe
(2) protect its interests in the Middle East

(3) deliver humanitarian aid to Africa
(4) contain the spread of communism in Asia
8. A major goal of the women’s movement over the past twenty years has been to gain

(1) full property rights


(2) the right to vote

(3) equal economic opportunity
(4) better access to Social Security
9. During the 1990s, an increase in Mexican immigration to the United States was caused by the immigrants’ desire for

(1) greater political freedom

(2) bilingual education

(3) better economic opportunities
(4) religious freedom
10. In 1957, President Dwight D. Eisenhower sent federal troops to Little Rock, Arkansas, to

(1) protect civil rights marchers

(2) help African Americans register to vote

(3) enforce a Supreme Court decision to desegregate public schools

(4) end race riots resulting from a bus boycott
11. The Equal Pay Act, the Title IX education amendment, and the proposed Equal Rights amendment (ERA) were primarily efforts to improve the status of

(1) African Americans

(2) Native American Indians

(3) migrant workers

(4) women
Base your answers to question 12 on the passage below

You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say can and will be used against you in a court of law. You have the right to speak to an attorney, and to have an attorney present during any questioning. If you cannot afford a lawyer, one will be provided for you at government expense. — www.usconstitution.net
12. The requirements included in this passage are part of the Supreme Court’s effort to protect the rights of

(1) individuals accused of crimes
(2) students from unreasonable searches

(3) defendants from double jeopardy
(4) criminals from cruel and unusual punishment
13. The United States intervened in Haiti and Bosnia during the 1990s to

(1) gain access to new markets

(2) acquire colonies for an economic empire

(3) stop conflicts within those nations
(4) disrupt international drug trafficking
14. During the civil rights movement of the 1960s, activities of the Congress of Racial Equality, the National Urban League, and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) illustrated that

(1) all civil rights groups use the same tactics

(2) different approaches can be used to achieve a common goal

(3) organizational differences usually lead to failure

(4) violence is the best tool for achieving social change
15. In 1954, the Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka advanced the civil rights movement by

(1) guaranteeing equal voting rights to African Americans

(2) banning racial segregation in hotels and restaurants

(3) declaring that racial segregation in public schools violated the 14th amendment

(4) upholding the principle of separate but equal public facilities
16. . . . But the great glory of American democracy is the right to protest for right. My friends, don’t let anybody make us feel that we [are] to be compared in our actions with the Ku Klux Klan or with the White Citizens Council. There will be no crosses burned at any bus stops in Montgomery. There will be no white persons pulled out of their homes and taken out on some distant road and lynched for not cooperating. There will be nobody amid, among us who will stand up and defy the Constitution of this nation. We only assemble here because of our desire to see right exist. . . .
— Martin Luther King, Jr., December 1955

16. Which statement most accurately summarizes the main idea of this quote?

(1) Revolution is inevitable in a democratic society.

(2) Government consistently protects the freedom and dignity of all its citizens.

(3) Violence is the most effective form of protest.

(4) Civil disobedience is sometimes necessary to bring about change.
17. What was a direct result of the census of 2000?

(1) Personal income tax rates were changed.

(2) New United States District Courts were created.

(3) Seats in the House of Representatives were reapportioned.

(4) The number of United States Senators was increased.
18. The Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade (1973) was based on the constitutional principle of
(1) protection of property rights
(2) freedom of speech

(3) right to privacy


(4) freedom of religion
19. “I believe that our young people [18–20 years old] possess a great social conscience, are perplexed by the injustices which exist in the world and are anxious to rectify [correct] these ills.”
— Senator Jennings Randolph, 1971, The New York Times
Those who favor this point of view would likely have supported

(1) a constitutional amendment extending voting rights

(2) a presidential decision to raise speed limits

(3) a Supreme Court ruling to reverse desegregation

(4) a law passed by Congress to increase Social Security benefits
20. The Supreme Court decisions in New York Times Co. v. United States (1971) and United States v. Nixon (1974) reinforced the principle that the president of the United States
(1) has unlimited use of the veto power
(2) is protected from unfair media criticism

(3) may not be convicted of a crime

(4) is not above the law
* See Unit V Vocabulary list for further definition





